Holy Spirit
Jpe McKinney
INTRODUCTION

What is your view of the Holy Spirit? Some define Him as a
force, an energy, a sensation or an influence. Some believe
that the Spirit has to directly operate on your heart so that
you can believe and obey God. Others think that the Spirit
does not have any role in their conversion. But why this
controversy about the Holy Spirit and not with the Father
and the Son? Maybe it’'s due to an unreal image some have
of the Holy Spirit. The Bible defines Him as a being, a
spiritual being, a divine being and a being with personality.
He is the Spirit of God. He is God.

Who Is The Holy Spirit?

Lesson 1
[. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSONAL BEING:

A. The actions of the Holy Spirit reveal His personality
1. He speaks:

1 Timothy 4:1 - “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some
will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things
taught by demons.”

John 16:13 - “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come.”

Revelation 2:7 - “He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, | will give
the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise
of God.”

2. He testifies:
John 15:26 - “When the Counselor comes, whom | will send
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from

the Father, he will testify about me.”

Acts 5:32 - “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

3. He teaches:
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John 14:26 - “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have said to you.”

Nehemiah 9:20 - “You gave your good Spirit to instruct them.
You did not withhold your manna from their mouths, and you
gave them water for their thirst.”

4. He guides and leads:

John 16:13-15 - “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet
to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why [ said the Spirit will take from what is mine
and make it known to you.”

Romans 8:14 - “Because those who are |ed by the Spirit of God
are sons of God.”

5. He forbids:

Acts 16:6-7 - “Paul and his companions traveled throughout
the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the
Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia.
When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So
they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. During the
night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and
begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." After
Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the
gospel to them.”

Acts 16:6-7 - “Paul and his companions traveled throughout
the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the
Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia.
When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.”

6. He has the work of convincing:

John 16:8-12 - “When he comes, he will convict the world of
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in
regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to
righteousness, because | am going to the Father, where you
can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the
prince of this world now stands condemned. | have much
more to say to you, more than you can now bear.”
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7. He dwells within Christians:

John 14:17 - “The Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,
for he lives with you and will be in you.”

8. He is the OTHER COMFORTER:

Jesus is one Comforter and the Spirit is the other. But, if Jesus is
a person and the Spirit is as He is, we conclude that the Spirit is a
person.

John 14:16-17 - “And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever.”

9. He is treated as somebody that will come:

Jesus uses a personal pronoun to refer to the Spirit, showing the
Spirit’s nature as a person.

John 16:7-10— “But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that
I am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he
comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men
do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because | am
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer.”

10. He discerns:

Acts 15:28 - “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not
to burden you with anything beyond the following
requirements.”

These works cannot be attributed to a simple influence. The Holy
Spirit is a person.

B. His characteristics declare His personality

1. He possesses a mind:
Romans 8:27 - “And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints

in accordance with God's will.”

2. He has knowledge:

(A FAT I ; TOfN T MAN ©1-2 IARN 98 T
YN S A W ©f fSf SANTEH IAIN 1"

APPSR 2.7- I I WY, (] QNS G
TGAIS 6 0N (TG =T, OIS W G SR (AP
ISR WGP (<, T YD F0 AR 1

2. fof I3 (M=

T 15:26- "LV Aol SR, TP W o
FY (YTH (TR BICY ATHK, AC0I gl = forerg
FY (TP (I =Y I, Fof =g [T S (@1

(AF® €902 "N G2 [ S, 93z A[E
TS, I Y ©fd WYSrSTRIATH Az 1"

3. fof R 1 (-

T 14:26- '@ *RAMe, kg e, I e
A WA AR, Fofd HANTE F7 fFg 147N
38 I WA NTCH TN AR ©F N PIECT (AN |

Nehemiah 9:20- “WHN ©Iig VU™ (MSTF Gy
NN SBN YT RCIRN | WA Org Y4 (ATH
AN VAT I FEA [N, G2 OIHE 061 G OIS
Ol feaiRee= |

4. O Y (MY 932 (9] (M

TN 16:13-15- “fF® T4« fofN, Sto1q W), WS,
fOfR T NITF SIS Arwrd MF AfFeIfere FARN1 7
TS (ATF A IAR T; FOfN T W[ ©1-2 AR,
G T M AR T FofN SHNNCF IACRKN | =1 [
R ©f (ATH AT 932 COMNTHATE G NN
O SIrIg (NFI NI | IRATF T ™R 2 AN |
CTRGII2 WY AR (T rg)l W1 T ™R O (A
T IMIN 932 COTNTHRACE G~ |

(AT 8:14- "R T HHE WY 7T Ao
ERAC R BRI E

5. fofey fNTIY TR

AfFT Jwwa- O 33 O TR BINT 433
STEATRO W26 GG I N FARCAN, ARG W< 711
G TR 13T ABT FAT (A 70 B | TYN O AT




1 Corinthians 2:11 - “For who among men knows the thoughts
of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way
no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”

3. He has affection:

Romans 15:30-31 - “I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle
by praying to God for me.”

4. He possesses a will:
1 Corinthians 12:11 - “All these are the work of one and the

same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he
determines.”

5. He can be grieved:

Ephesians 4:30 - “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

Isaiah 63:10 - “Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So
he turned and became their enemy and he himself fought
against them.”

6. He can be resisted:

Acts 7:51 - “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised
hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always
resist the Holy Spirit!”

7. He can be blasphemed:

Matthew 12:31-32 — “And so | tell you, every sin and
blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against
the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.”

8. Somebody can lie to him:

Acts 5:3 - “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has
so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for
the land’?”

9. He can be insulted:

Hebrews 10:29 - “How much more severely do you think a
man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of
God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood
of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the
Spirit of grace?”

All these are characteristics of a person. He is a being with
intelligence.
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[I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD:

The Deity of the Holy Spirit and His distinct identity are clearly
taught in the Bible and it is essential to understand His work in
the church.

A. The Deity of the Holy Spirit and His distinct identity
are demonstrated by His association with the Father
and the Son:

1. In the baptism of Jesus:

Luke 3:21-22 - “When all the people were being baptized,
Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son,
whom | love; with you | am well pleased’."

2. Jesus speaks of the Three:

John 14:16-17 - “And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you.”

3. In the invocation of the three in baptism:

Matthew 28:19 - “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded

”n

you.

4. In the blessing of Paul:

2 Corinthians 13:14 - “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

In

with you all.

5. By Peter:

1 Peter 1:2 - “Who have been chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying
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work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling
by his blood:”

6. By Jude:

Jude 20-21 - “But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in
your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep
yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.”

7.To lie to Him is to lie to God:

Acts 5:3-4 - “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has
so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for
the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after
it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made
you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but
to God'.”

B. The Deity of the Holy Spirit is demonstrated by the
Divine characteristics demonstrated by Him:

1. He is eternal (never ending):

Hebrews 9:14 - “How much more, then, will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that
lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”

2. He is omniscient (having infinite knowledge and awareness):

1 Corinthians 2:10-11 - “But God has revealed it to us by his
Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of
God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man
except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one
knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”

3. Heis omnipotent (unlimited power or authority):

Micah 3:8 - “But as for me, | am filled with power, with the
Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to
Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.”
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Luke 1:35 - “The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Acts 1:8 - “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

4. He is omnipresent (present in all places at all times):

Psalms 139:7-10 - “Where can | go from your Spirit? Where
can | flee from your presence? If | go up to the heavens, you
are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If |
rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the
sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will
hold me fast.”

C. He does the work of God
1. He created the universe:

Psalm 104:30 - “When you send your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.”

2. He regenerates man:

John 3:3-6 - “In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’
‘How can a man be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked.
‘Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb
to be born!’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the

rn

Spirit’.

Titus 3:5 - “He saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit”

3. He will resurrect our bodies:

Romans 1:4 - “And who through the Spirit of holiness was
declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection
from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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Romans 8:11 - “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who
lives in you.”

4. He does miracles:

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 - “There are different kinds of gifts, but
the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom,
to another the message of knowledge by means of the same
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to
another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits,
to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one,
just as he determines.”

5. He inspired the ones who wrote the Bible:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 - “All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

2 Peter 1:20-21 - “Above all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.”

1 Corinthians 2:13 - “This is what we speak, not in words taught
us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit,
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”

[Il. GOD-THE FATHER, GOD-THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GOD-THE SON
ARE  INDIVIDUALS YET ONE (United in everything)

A. God is one.
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1. Deuteronomy 6:4 — “Hear, O Israel, The LORD our God, the
LORD is One.”

2. Ephesians 4:6 — “There is one God and Father of all who is
over all and through all and in all.”

3. Romans 3:29-30 — “Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He
not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since
indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through faith is one.”

B. The triune nature of the one God (of Deity):

1. How are we to believe in one God and at the same time
believe in the three persons of deity? God is one in essence
and three in persons. There are three persons in this “one
God.”

2. In Genesis 1:1-2 - The word Elohim translated GOD is in the
plural and in verse 2 there appears a reference to the Holy
Spirit. Also in Genesis 1:26 and 11:5-8 God speaks in the
plural. The “Jehovah Witnesses” argue that this is a reference
to angels, but verse 27 declares the creation was made in the
image of God and not in the image of God and the angels. The
angels are creatures and do not participate in the nature of
God; they are not to be worshipped.

3. The word “Trinity” is not Biblical but it describes the
existence of God in three persons just as the Bible teaches.

CONCLUSION:

The Holy Spirit is a person of Deity. The Holy Spirit is not a thing!
He is a person! The Bible does not call Him “it”. What does this
mean for our lives? We can and must be more sensitive to the
presence of the Holy Spirit. He accompanies us and teaches us
how to live through His Word, the Bible. He reacts to the things
we do and think. God is much nearer to us than we may think.
The omnipotent Spirit of God is in us. To walk in the Spirit is to
walk with God.

1. The Holy Spirit is

A. Force
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B. Energy
C. Influence
D. Being, personality

2. The Holy Spirit is God.

T__F

3. The Holy Spirit, Father and Son are:

A. The same being by different names
B. Individual beings doing their own thing
C. Individual beings united in everything

ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Lesson 2

The HOLY SPIRIT, as well as the Father and the Son, acted since
the beginning for the salvation of humanity. In this study we will
see how the HOLY SPIRIT worked in the Old Testament and when
He began to act. We will notice in what way His works were
different than in the New Testament.

Participated in the creation of the world.

Genesis 1:1-2 — “In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.”

Psalm 104:30 — “When you send your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.”

In the time of patriarchs.
Genesis 6:3 — “Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend

with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred
and twenty years.”
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Genesis 41:38 — “So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone
like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”

In the leaders of the nation of Israel.

Numbers 11:16-30 — “The LORD said to Moses: ‘Bring me
seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and
officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of
Meeting, that they may stand there with you. | will come down
and speak with you there, and | will take of the Spirit that is on
you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the
burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.
.. So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had
said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them
stand around the Tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud
and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him
and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested
on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again.
However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had
remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but
did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them,
and they prophesied in the camp. A young man ran and told
Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp’.
Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth,
spoke up and said, ‘Moses, my lord, stop them!’ But Moses
replied, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? | wish that all the LORD’s
people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit
on them!” Then Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the
camp.”

Numbers 27:18 — “So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua
son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on
him.”

He granted the artistic and technical skills to construct the
temple.

Exodus 31:1-5 — “Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, | have
chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,
and | have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability
and knowledge in all kinds of crafts — to make artistic designs
for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to
work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship.”

He gave the ability and special strength to lead.

Judges 3:10 — “The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, so that
he became Israel’s judge and went to war. The LORD gave
Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel,
who overpowered him.”
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Judges 6:34 — “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon,
and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow
him.”

Judges 11:29 — “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon
Jephthah. He crossed Gilead and Manasseh, passed through

Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced against the
Ammonites.”

Judges 13:25 — “The Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while
he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.”

Judges 14:6 — “The Spirit of the LORD came upon himin power
so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might
have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his
mother what he had done.”

Judges 14:19-20 — “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon
him in power. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty
of their men, stripped them of their belongings and gave their
clothes to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with
anger, he went up to his father’s house.”

Judges 15:14 — “As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came
toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD came upon him
in power. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and
the bindings dropped from his hands.”

He assisted the first kings of Israel in their task of guiding the
people of God.

1 Samuel 10:6 — “The Spirit of the LORD will come upon you
in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be
changed into a different person.”

1 Samuel 16:13-14 — “So Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that
day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power.
Samuel then went to Ramah. Now the Spirit of the LORD had
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD
tormented him.”
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2 Samuel 23:2 — “He Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his
word was on my tongue.”

gave the ability to prophecy

Numbers 24:2 — “When Balaam looked out and saw Israel
encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came upon him.”

Numbers 11:25 — “Then the LORD came down in the cloud
and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him
and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so
again.”

Nehemiah 9:30 — “For many years you were patient with
them. By your Spirit you admonished them through your
prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you handed them
over to the neighboring peoples.”

2 Samuel 23:2 — “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me;
his word was on my tongue.”

Isaiah 48:16 — “Come near me and listen to this ‘From the first
announcement | have not spoken in secret; at the time it
happens, | am there.” And now the Sovereign LORD has sent
me, with his Spirit.”

Micah 3:8 — “But as for me, | am filled with power, with the
Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to
Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.”

Ezekiel 2:2 — “As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised
me to my feet, and | heard him speaking to me.”

2 Peter 1:21 — “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.”

The HOLY SPIRIT did not work directly in all the people in the Old
Testament even though there was a promise that He would come
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to all one day. Nor did He always cause the person to be Holy.
The “human vessels” used by God in the Old Testament were
often very sinful and unclean as in the cases of Balaam and
Samson. He was especially given to the prophets and others who
would be vehicles of divine revelation. He also granted gifts to
manage, practice arts and skills, to lead, to judge and even to use
physical force.

In the Old Testament, there are at least 60 references to the
person and work of the Spirit, each one indicating that, at that
time, the Spirit came to do a specific work and left when His work
was done. In the New Testament, we will see that His presence
became permanent and constant.
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1. The Holy Spirit helped in the creation.

T. F.

2. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit gave certain people.

A. ___ Artistic abilities

B.___ Constructions skills
C.___ Administrative capabilities
D. _____ Ability to prophecy

E. ____ Allthe above

3. The Holy Spirit assisted Israel’s leaders in guiding the people.

T. F.

4. The Holy Spirit gave people ability to foretell future events.

T. F.

5. The Holy Spirit is involved in the lives of all the Children of
Israel//God’s people

T. F.

THE SPIRIT PROMISED

Lesson 3

The Spirit was working in the world since the creation. He worked
in the life of the nation of Israel in the exodus and in the desert,
giving gifts to people to carry out what God had commanded.
Those who received the Spirit were the leaders. In Judges,
Samuel, Chronicles and Nehemiah, the Spirit was in the
leadership to give strength, wisdom, courage and information.
The kings and the prophets informed, taught, warned and
encouraged the people through the Spirit. The Spirit was the
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strength of the leadership as well as their protection. (1 Samuel
19:18-24) If the leader began to disobey God, the Spirit could be
removed from him (the example of Saul). In the Prophets we saw
that a person could not be a prophet without the Spirit. Although
the Spirit always had been present and active in the lives of the
people of God, the prophets had spoken of a promise that God
one day would make the Spirit available to all of humanity.

A. Isaiah 32:9-20

“You women who are so complacent, rise up and listen to me;
you daughters who feel secure, hear what | have to say! In little
more than a year you who feel secure will tremble; the grape
harvest will fail, and the harvest of fruit will not come. Tremble,
you complacent women; shudder, you daughters who feel
secure! Strip off your clothes, put sackcloth around your waists.
Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vines and
for the land of my people, a land overgrown with thorns and
briers — yes, mourn for all houses of merriment and for this city
of revelry. The fortress will be abandoned, the noisy city
deserted; citadel and watchtower will become a wasteland
forever, the delight of donkeys, a pasture for flocks, till the Spirit
is poured upon us from on high, and the desert becomes a fertile
field, and the fertile field seems like a forest. Justice will dwell in
the desert and righteousness live in the fertile field. The fruit of
righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be
quietness and confidence forever. My people will live in peaceful
dwelling places, in secure homes in undisturbed places of rest.
Though hail flattens the forest and the city is leveled completely,
how blessed you will be, sowing your seed by every stream, and
letting your cattle and donkeys range free.”

This was a warning of destruction. Jerusalem was always falling
into sin and God promised to judge and destroy them. But, the
important point for us is found in verse 15. When God pours out
His Spirit on the people, life will come back to the land. Everything
will be renewed. Justice will again exist and the effect will be
peace, rest and security. This teaching, that when God removes
His Spirit death comes and when He gives His Spirit life comes, is
often repeated in the Old Testament. For example Psalms
104:29-30, “When you hide your face, they are terrified; when
you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust.
When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the
face of the earth.”

B. Isaiah 44:1-5

“But now listen, O Jacob, my servant, Israel, whom | have chosen.
This is what the LORD says — he who made you, who formed you
in the womb, and who will help you: Do not be afraid, O Jacob,
my servant, Jeshurun, whom | have chosen. For | will pour water
on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; | will pour out
my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.
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They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by
flowing streams. One will say, ‘I belong to the LORD’; another will
call himself by the name of Jacob; still another will write on his
hand, ‘The LORD's,” and will take the name Israel.”

Here, when Gods pours out His Spirit, the descendants of Jacob,
Israel, will receive the Spirit and the blessings of the Lord (life and
renewal) will come (verses 3-4). We will see that this is the basic
teaching in all the prophecies.

C. Isaiah 59:20-21

““The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent
of their sins,” declares the LORD. ‘As for me, this is my covenant
with them,” says the LORD. ‘My Spirit, who is on you, and my
words that | have put in your mouth will not depart from your
mouth, or from the mouths of your children, or from the mouths
of their descendants from this time on and forever,” says the
LORD.”

This is dealing with the judgment of God. Zion is being judged and
also the nations. But the Redeemer will come and save those who
are converted. These people will be in a covenant with God (verse
21). The Spirit will not be taken away from them. If the Spirit were
taken away, the Word would also be taken away because The
Word comes from the Spirit. This people will always be able to be
pleasing to God and, thus, will always be blessed. Paul quotes
this passage in Romans 11:26.

D. Ezekiel 36:16-28

“Again the word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, when the
people of Israel were living in their own land, they defiled it by
their conduct and their actions. Their conduct was like a woman's
monthly uncleanness in my sight. So | poured out my wrath on
them because they had shed blood in the land and because they
had defiled it with their idols. | dispersed them among the
nations, and they were scattered through the countries; | judged
them according to their conduct and their actions. And wherever
they went among the nations they profaned my holy name, for it
was said of them, ‘These are the LORD's people, and yet they had
to leave his land.” | had concern for my holy name, which the
house of Israel profaned among the nations where they had
gone.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that | am
going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which
you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. |
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will show the holiness of my great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned
among them. Then the nations will know that | am the LORD,
declares the Sovereign LORD, when | show myself holy through
you before their eyes. For | will take you out of the nations; I will
gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your
own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean;
I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.
| will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws. You will live in the land |
gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and | will be your
God.”

Here, the idea of salvation is presented. Israel, scattered among
the nations, will be reunited by God because of His Holy Name.
Israel will be sanctified and is going to receive the Spirit (verses
25-27). Thus they will walk according to the will of God. It seems
that the role of the Spirit has to do with seeing that people walk
according to the statutes and judgments of God. Then the people
will remain in the land and God will be their God. The Spirit, then,
is who maintains the life that exists in God. With the Spirit, the
people will not be separated from God again.

E. Ezekiel 37:11-14

“Then he said to me: ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel.” They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope
is gone; we are cut off.” ‘Therefore prophesy and say to them:
This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, | am going to
open your graves and bring you up from them; | will bring you
back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that |
am the LORD, when | open your graves and bring you up from
them. | will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle
you in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have
spoken, and | have done it, declares the LORD.””

The prophet speaks about salvation after the destruction.
Jerusalem already was destroyed, the people were captive and
their hope was gone. But God can save His people, giving life to
their dead, dry bones. The function of the Spirit (verse 14) is to
give life. When God puts His Spirit in someone, He gives life. The
Spirit is the promise of life. Ezekiel 39:29 “I will no longer hide my
face from them, for | will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel,
declares the Sovereign LORD.” Salvation came to the house of
Israel and the pouring out of the Spirit is their guarantee of the
continuous presence of God. The “redeemed people” will receive
the Spirit.
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“’Even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and
not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in
love, and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows? He may
turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing - grain offerings
and drink offerings for the LORD your God.

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred
assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring
together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the
breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her
chamber. Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep
between the temple porch and the altar. Let them say, ‘Spare
your people, O LORD. Do not make your inheritance an object of
scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among
the peoples, 'Where is their God?’

“Then the LORD will be jealous for his land and take pity on his
people. The LORD will reply to them: 1am sending you grain, new
wine and oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never again will | make
you an object of scorn to the nations. 'l will drive the northern
army far from you, pushing it into a parched and barren land,
with its front columns going into the eastern sea and those in the
rear into the western sea. And its stench will go up; its smell will
rise.' Surely he has done great things. Be not afraid, O land; be
glad and rejoice. Surely the LORD has done great things. Be not
afraid, O wild animals, for the open pastures are becoming green.

“The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield
their riches. Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your
God, for he has given you the autumn rains in righteousness. He
sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as
before. The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will
overflow with new wine and oil.

“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten the great
locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust
swarm- my great army that | sent among you. You will have plenty
to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the LORD
your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my
people be shamed. Then you will know that | am in Israel, that |
am the LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again
will my people be shamed.

“And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men
and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those days. | will show
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wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and
billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD
will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be
deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the
LORD calls.”

Peter cites this passage in Acts 2. The context is very similar to
the passages above: the judgment of God and, afterward,
salvation. The security of life or salvation is once more tied to the
pouring out of the Spirit. The difference here is that all the people
of God will receive the Spirit, giving them security. Salvation will
be for all and nobody will be ashamed.

G. What it is that we learn in the Old Testament?

First, that the people of Israel suffered judgment from God due
to their sins.

Second, for all who would repent, the day of salvation is coming.
God will change the hearts of the people and will pour out His
Holy Spirit on them. This is what the people needed, because
during all the history of Israel, they kept repenting but would
soon fall away again. They needed a change of heart. They
needed the Spirit to keep them holy. All God’s people will receive
the Spirit and (since the presence of the Spirit means the
presence of God and therefore, life) all will have peace and life
forever. The gift of the Spirit means the continuation of life and
the favor of God.

H. What it is that we learned from the New Testament

John the Baptist, the last prophet of the old order, attributed this
promise to the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

John 1:32-34 — “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the
Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.
I would not have known him, except that the one who sent
me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see
the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.' | have seen and | testify that this is the Son of
God".”

John 7:39 — “By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.”
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Jesus already had spoken of the promise of the Father to the
disciples. The Father promised to send the Spirit in Jesus’ name
after His return to heaven.

John 14:15-18 —“And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you.”

John 14:26 — “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have said to you.”

John 15:26 — ““When the Counselor comes, whom | will send
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from
the Father, he will testify about me.””

John 16:7 — “But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that |
am going away. Unless | go away, the Counselor will not come
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”

Acts 1:3-5 — “To whom He also presented Himself alive after
His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them
during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them,
He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the Promise of the Father, ‘Which,” He said, "you
have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.”

This “promise of the Father” in Acts 1:3-5 is the out-pouring of
the Holy Spirit. The Father had already promised this in the Old
Testament. Peter, in Acts 2:33, also says that the Promise is the
out-pouring of the Spirit: “Exalted to the right hand of God, he
has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and hear.” In Acts 1:5, the promise
is called the baptism with the Holy Spirit. On the Day of
Pentecost, the Father fulfilled His promise and Jesus poured out
the Spirit on all flesh. Ever since that day, the Holy Spirit has been
made available to all humanity. The ones who come to Christ for
salvation receive the benefit. This out-pouring of the Spirit on the
day of Pentecost is called the baptism with the Spirit. Once He
was poured out, the Spirit began working in the lives of
Christians:

a. He gave miraculous power (miraculous gifts) to some
b, He took up residence in the redeemed.

c. He gave non miraculous gifts to some.
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1. God poured out His Spirit on the people pf Israel, blessing
them with physical blessings.

T. F.

2. A redeemer will come to:

A. ___ Those who repent
B. ___ From Israel
C.__ _AandB

3. What has been learned from the scriptures about the promise
of the Holy Spirit?

A. ___ God’s children suffer God’s judgments

B. ___ All of God’s people who repented confessing their
sinful way and returned to Him are forgiven.

C. ___The Holy Spirit is needed to keep people holy

D. ___ People who receive the Holy Spirit will have peace and
life.

E. __ The man upon whom the Holy Spirit comes down will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.

F. ___ Jesus said you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
G.___ All the above

H._ C/D,EandF

BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Lesson 4

One of the Bible subjects most misunderstood and confused in
people’s minds is the baptism with the Holy Spirit. A large part
of the confusion is resolved with a proper biblical definition -
exactly what is the baptism with the Holy Spirit? This lesson tries
to do just that. When this is understood, then many of the other
subjects become clear, such as:

1. When is someone baptized with the Spirit?

2. How can someone know if they have been baptized with the
Spirit or not?

ST AR FT ICEA: (R WG AG, W (SN FIK
Y (MK ]2 O (TP (OTNHE Qe N<; |y
COTNIP AT (AT 0T WK | O« (OTNHT, =N
HGHT QN (T W2 STAIG, T WM (OINTH FIG
Yo (OTNITHACP (TN (AT QUeT NI [N (OrNTAS
RV IAGY P E IR o) ) I R P S 1S A RO
(OTNITVA TG (HT* IR0 19N F]1 94 (OTNA G
(T IR Ay IR 478 WNR ©f FER, Ag (¥
HEAI

A RTIW NI AFACTT FA AN | (GEGIEAN
2SI &_ST 20T TR, (@1 I e 93 OIvd
TIMA TS, BHIAT IGIH G TS ATIN | ST FIG,
(CRTF 14) = G (RQTT | 57T TYN HICAT VKT OFF Sl
AT, fSN GRS (A | Sl = GRS ASZE(S | Ezekiel
39:29 "SI SF ORI PR (ATFH AN YL T A, BV
o BT ARG OHNF WINE el (Gl (W],
RSN TR (TN FIN | ARG TACIAR ATGTS
AR 3 ST (ACF Bl HAHAS TRy GAfZfoq
OICAS RIS | S AT (TR YT TS|

. (G 2:12-32

QYN S, TRILG (AN LA, (ST TS U, G,
PIAT 8 (P AR WNF PR AU AT AN
TV G M G398 NN (N#1F VT (OIN7E 9
SR PR LI T8, PRV fOf FEANT 8 FEY,
(1Y ] @ (TN O, 933 fS N T (o a1 (4
fRT® AMFAI| (F TIA? (7 fBE (IO AMF G378 F2N
FACS I I3 6 WA (@Y (ICS A - NN
ST TG T3 *1T-G 575 472 ANN-B 55|

s e rone, AfkiE SRS (R Fd1, ARkRG
ST T | (EIRRE GOl B, AN AT 9
AATMT g T4, FQMI OOl F, I I TW
YIOAMCER | I ©OIF T A FLAP ©OIF (GFF (RS (0O
| G, IR STRIGR TR B, ORI N A
8 (@A VRS IMF| ORI I, (X MG, (STNR
TP T FA| (OTNH CSANGRIHP BN B
S I, GINSTAS KT SHNRICTI ATG FCAT V| (PN Ol
(FTHFAR (YT I, OIMA T4 (AT

>

SN VNG O (M G5 HHfFe @ 72 O
TR ARS TPV FARA | Ag O BB (AN S
(OTNME GNY *1I57), N9 ArSEs 8 (96 HIIeR, M




3. Is speaking in tongues the sign that somebody was baptized
with the Spirit?

4. What happened in the house of Cornelius in Acts 10?

5. Is baptism “with” or “in the” Spirit the same thing as baptism
“by” or “of” the Spirit?

6. Was Jesus speaking of the baptism with the Spirit when said to
the Apostles: “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
descends on you”? (Acts 1:8)

7. If there is a baptism with the Holy Spirit and a baptism in water,
can we say that there is "only one baptism?

|. The Baptism With The Holy Spirit Was Done by Jesus,
Exclusively.

A. Matthew 3:11 — “I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than |,
whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Mark 1:8 — “l indeed baptized you with water, but He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:16 — “John answered, saying to all, "l indeed baptize
you with water; but One mightier than | is coming, whose
sandal strap | am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.”

John 1:33 — “1 did not know Him, but He who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit’.”

Note: It was not something done by men nor by the Holy Spirit,
but only by Jesus.

1. John (who baptized in water) was preaching to his listeners to
repent of their sins to be saved.

2. He informed them that someone greater than he was coming;
therefore the time to make their decision to repent was
limited.
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3. John was not talking about dates or chronologies (neither the
order nor when it would happen); but only about the
greatness of Jesus.

4. Jesus’ authority would be seen in that He would baptize with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.

a. Jesus has power over the two (Holy Spirit and fire)
b. Not that the two are the same thing.
5. Baptism with the Holy Spirit did not involve fire.

a. The “tongues of fire” that rested on the apostles in Acts 2
were not an immersion in fire.

b. These two baptisms have two different purposes.
6. The baptism with fire

Matthew 3:12 — “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into
the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.”

a. John knew that among his hearers were two groups of
people, the ones who would accept his message (the
wheat), and the ones that they would reject it (the chaff).

b. The ones who would accept it and repent would receive
the blessing of the baptism with the Spirit.

c. The ones who rejected it would receive the punishment of
the baptism with fire.

1) This did happen with these listeners in year 70 A.D.
when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem.

2) This event is not mentioned in the gospel of John,
probably because John was written after 70 A.D.

d. Malachi 4:1-6 is a parallel to Matthew 3:10-12.

B. Acts 2:33 — “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.”

C. Nobody (neither men nor the Spirit) would baptize with the
Spirit. Only Jesus would do that. Men baptized in water and the
Spirit gave gifts and power, but neither baptized with the Spirit.
When we read in the Bible of a man acting or the Spirit doing
something, we can know that such a thing does not refer to the
baptism with the Holy Spirit.
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[I. The Baptism With the Holy Spirit Was Something
Done With The Spirit And Not Done By The Spirit.

A. Jesus ..."baptizes with (or in) the Spirit."

Matthew 3:11 —““I baptize you with water for repentance. But
after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose
sandals | am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire.””

B. The Bible does not speak of the baptism "by the" Spirit but the
baptism "with" the Spirit.

1. It was not some thing that the Spirit did (to fill, to seal, to
give power, to give gifts) but something that Jesus did with
the Spirit.

2. Itis not the gift of speaking in languages (that is something
that the Holy Spirit did and not Jesus. (1 Corinthians 12:11)

3. Simply, it was not something that the Spirit does, but
something done with the Spirit.

IIl. The Baptism With the Holy Spirit Happened On The Day Of
Pentecost And Not Before.

A. It had not happened yet when Jesus was baptized by John.
(Matthew 3:11)

B. It would only happen after Jesus was glorified (after his
resurrection).

John 7:39 — “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus
stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from
within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.”

C. Here, in the hour of the ascension of Jesus, they had still not
received the promise from the Father (verse 4), which was the
baptism with the Holy Spirit (verse 5).

Acts 1:4-5 — “4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem,
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but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in

o

a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’.

D. On the day of Pentecost, in his sermon, Peter identifies the
events of that day as being the fulfillment of the prophecy of the
baptism with the Holy Spirit made by Joel the prophet.

“No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days, God says,

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

your young men will see visions,

your old men will dream dreams’.” (Acts 2:16-17)

E. The Spirit had been present, acting, moving, empowering, etc.
since before the creation of the world but nothing that He did or
that was done with Him before the day of Pentecost is called “the
baptism with the Spirit.” Before Pentecost, people had been full
of the Spirit and had received power from the Spirit, but none of
this was called “baptism with the Spirit.”

F. Therefore, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is not:

1. The power to do miracles (many had done miracles before
Pentecost).

2. The gift of inspiration (many had been inspired before
Pentecost).

3. To be full of the Spirit (many had been before Pentecost).
a.John
Luke 1:15 — “For he (John) will be great in the sight of
the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from
birth.”
b. Elizabeth
Luke 1:41 — “When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit.”

c. Zacharias
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Luke 1:67 — “His father Zechariah was filled with the
Holy Spirit and prophesied.”

4. To be clothed by the Spirit since people in the Old
Testament (before Pentecost) had been clothed with the
Spirit. (See Judges 6:34; 1 Chronicles 12:18; 2 Chronicles
24:20)

IV. It is called the “Promise of the Father”

A. Jesus had already spoken about the promise of the Father to
his disciples. The Father promised to send the Spirit in the
name of Jesus after Jesus returned to heaven.

1. John 14:16-17, 26 — “And | will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit
of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you. ... But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and
will remind you of everything | have said to you.”

2. John 15:26 — “But when the Helper comes, whom | shall
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds
from the Father, He will testify of Me.”

3. John 16:7 — “Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your
advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you.”

4. Acts 1:4-5 —“And being assembled together with them, He
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the Promise of the Father, which, He said, ‘you have heard
from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be

2 n

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’.

B. On the day of Pentecost, Jesus poured out the Spirit on all
flesh. This event was what Joel (and Isaiah) has prophesied
centuries before:

1. Isaiah 32:15 — “Until the Spirit is poured upon us from on
high. And the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the
fruitful field is counted as a forest.”
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2. Isaiah 44:3 — “For | will pour water on him who is thirsty.
And floods on the dry ground; | will pour My Spirit on your
descendants.”

3. Joel 2:28 (Acts 2:17) — “And it shall come to pass afterward
That | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh.”

C. On the day of Pentecost, the Father fulfilled His promise and
Jesus poured out the Spirit.

Acts 2:33 — “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.”

Note: Baptism with the Spirit was always a promise and never a
command.

V. The Definition Of The Baptism With the Holy Spirit:

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is what Jesus did with the Spirit
on the day of Pentecost in fulfillment of the promise of the Father
- Jesus poured out the Spirit on all flesh. The Spirit then became
available to all saved people, independent of race (Jewish or
heathen) or role in the government of God (priest, prophet, etc.).

VI. Some Implications:

A. This means that the Spirit was made available for all of
humanity. Those who receive the benefit are those who
become Christians.

B. The baptism with the Spirit occurred once in history. He, the
Spirit, was poured out once for all.

1. In the same way that Jesus died once for all, the Spirit was
poured out once for all. These two historical events never
need to be repeated.

2. Even Acts 10:45 reflects this truth. Peter was called to
preach to the Gentiles. While he was preaching, the Spirit fell
on the Gentiles and they started to speak in languages. Does
this mean that the Gentiles received the Spirit before they
became Christians? Not at all. Certainly the Spirit already
acted in some people before Acts 2. Saul in the Old Testament
is an example. In 1 Samuel 10:10, the Spirit of the Lord
possessed Saul and he prophesied. (also see 1 Samuel 11:6)
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In 1 Samuel 16:14 it is said that the Spirit of the Lord was
removed, but in 1 Samuel 19:23 the Spirit came upon Saul
again and he prophesied. The Spirit can come upon
somebody, make him prophesy (or do something else) and
then remove Himself. Somebody being influenced by the
Spirit, even to the point of prophesying, does not necessarily
mean that the Spirit dwells in that person as was promised in
the Old Testament.

In Acts, we learn about the promise of the Spirit through the
preaching of Peter in chapter 2. When somebody is called by
God through the gospel and becomes a Christian, this person
receives the Spirit as a gift from God, the gift of the Spirit. This
is possible because the Spirit was poured out on all flesh. In
Acts 10, God wanted to show that this included the Gentiles,
just as would be later preached: “He does not make a
distinction.” The Spirit fell on them before they had become
Christians, showing that God accepted the Gentiles as well as
the Jews who believed in Jesus as the Christ. When Peter and
the others saw this, they recognized that the Holy Spirit had
been poured out on the Gentiles as well as the Jews. Then,
without hesitation, the Gentiles were baptized, without
circumcision, and, according to promise, received the Holy
Spirit.

3. But when had He been poured out on the Gentiles? On the
day of Pentecost. The perfect tense of the verb in Acts 10:45
shows this. It indicates an act completed in the past with
effects continuing in the present. (This is why some
translations — NASB for example, translate verse 45 thusly:

“All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out on the Gentiles also”). Once He was poured out, the Holy
Spirit began to do His works, but nothing that He does is called
"the baptism."

4. The baptism with the Holy Spirit is what Jesus did with the
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The effect of the baptism with
the Holy Spirit is the same as the death of Christ. Although He
died for all, only the ones that believe, repent and are
baptized in water receive the benefit. Although poured out on
all flesh, only the ones that believe, repent and are baptized
in water receive the benefit.

5. Once He was poured out, the Spirit began to do His works,
but nothing He did or does is referred to as the baptism with
the Spirit. The baptism is what Jesus did with the Spirit on the
day of Pentecost.
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6. In practice, the effect of the baptism with the Spirit is the
same as the death of Christ. Even though he died for all
people of all times, ages and generations, only those who
believe, repent and are baptized in water receive the benefit.
Even though the Spirit was poured out on all humanity, only
those who believe, repent and are baptized in water receive
the benefit.

C. All people of all ages were baptized with the Spirit potentially
and all the saved in Christ of all ages are baptized effectively
in the Spirit.

1. This was the promise of the Father

Acts 1:4-5 — “On one occasion, while he was eating with them,
he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few
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days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’.

2. Jesus received the promise of the Father.

Acts 2:33 — “Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you now see and hear.”

3 Peter explained that the promise was for “you others” -
those Jews present on Pentecost, “for your children” - the
Jews of future generations, and “for all who are far off” — the
Gentiles

Acts 2:39 — “The promise is for you and your children and for
all who are far off-for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

4. It was for as many as the Lord our God shall call - all
Christians in all ages.

Ephesians 2:13 — “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far away have been brought near through the blood of
Christ.”

D. Today, if you are in Christ, you have been effectively baptized
with the Spirit. But when? On the day of Pentecost. But how?
In the same way Jesus died for you 2,000 years ago. You
received the benefit of the death of Christ when you became
a Christian. The Spirit was poured out on all flesh 2,000 years
ago. You received the benefit of this outpouring when you
became a Christian.
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VII. Baptism With The Spirit Does Not Mean “Receive
Miraculous Power From The Spirit”.

Luke 24:49 — “I am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

A. This does not say that the promise of the Father is the same
thing as “receive power”. He said that both things would
happen so they should stay in Jerusalem. The Spirit gave
power before Pentecost but the baptism with the Spirit did
not happen before Pentecost.

B. Jesus gave the Spirit and the Spirit gave power but the baptism
is what Jesus did and not what the Spirit did.

C. Not all Christians did miracles but all Christians received the
Spirit.

D. Since the baptism with the Spirit is a unique historical event, it
doesn’t make sense to talk about “receiving Holy Spirit
baptism”. The Bible never uses that type of phrase. How can
you receive a past historical event? We can receive the Spirit
or we can receive a gift from the Spirit but we cannot receive
the “baptism of the Spirit”.

VIIl. We need to distinguish between the “baptism
with the Spirit” which was a work of Jesus, and giving
power, which is a work of the Spirit.

A. This is the most common mistake in the mind of many people
- confusing what Jesus did with the Spirit (baptized or poured
out) and what the Spirit did once He was poured out or made
available.

B. For example, the Spirit gave miraculous powers to people to
speak in other languages and heal the sick.

C. The Spirit seals believers in Christ, dwells in the redeemed,
inspired the apostles and prophets, comforts and guides, etc.
but none of this is called “the baptism”.
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D. The baptism is what Jesus did with the Spirit on the day of
Pentecost - He poured Him out on all flesh.

E. In the Bible, when the Spirit descended on someone, came on
someone or fell on someone, that person received divine power.

1. He descended on Jesus and he did miracles:

Matthew 3:16 — “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up
out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
him.”

Luke 3:22 — “The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son,
whom | love; with you | am well pleased’.”

Mark 1:10— “As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like
adove.”

John 1:32 — “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit

'

come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him’.

Luke 4:18 — “He Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to release the oppressed”

2. Simeon prophesied:

Luke 2:25-27 — “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required.”

3. Mary conceived Jesus:
Luke 1:35 — “The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.”
4. The apostles received power.
Acts 1:8 — “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

5. They spoke in languages:

Acts 2:3-4 — “They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were
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filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them.”

6. They performed signs:

Acts 8:16 — “Because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon
any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of
the Lord Jesus.”

7. They spoke in languages:

Acts 10:44-45 — “While Peter was still speaking these words,
the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles.”

8. They spoke in languages and prophesied:

Acts 19:6-7 — “When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied.”

Note: In Acts 8, the apostles were men especially chosen to
witness the resurrection of Jesus. They had qualifications:
Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8; 1 John 1:1-2 and credentials: 2
Corinthians 12:12; 1 Corinthians 9:1; Acts 1:21, 22; Acts 8:18.
They and only they had the power to make the Spirit fall on
someone by the laying on of hands (and so to give power).
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IX. Which Baptism Is The “One Baptism” Of Ephesians
4:4-67? “There is one body and one Spirit- just as you
were called to one hope when you were called - one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

IF-9, NN 2 WY fHOMEE AGNIT NI
YA AfS=ERS SToCE Y| T4 FIOCF STTNGIES
TN HH(FF A1 ORI 2T I3 JFOH [0 =T,
Y 42 IS TNET IR (AF JP0 BN B
G AN, W TN . J57 ABI FIET Y]l ANS
WTAT O (Ol (MST =R (AfF® 10 G, HYF
(TATTS (BTARE (T A0S WERRTHE WBGS (%7, 55
(TG A G B =S TSN (I LR FCAF 1"
O fE 8TF AT AT O &N NGR,
AT (T 99 WA 33 (IR IZRTHATS
A= FLARCET T [t AT B gt Feafea|
YN O 8 W1 A0T (MULRed, W[l Qo
(AR (T =1[7@ ey TR A=A 2RI

BAPTISM IN WATER (IN THE NAME OF JESUS):
A. Done by men
Matthew 28:19 — “Therefore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8:38 — “And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him.”

1 Corinthians 1:14-16 — “| am thankful that | did not baptize
any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that
you were baptized into my name. (Yes, | also baptized the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, | don't remember if |
baptized anyone else.)”
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B. Done with water

Acts 8:38-39 - “And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch
did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.”

Acts 10:47 — “Can anyone keep these people from being
baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just
as we have.”

C. Happened many times (with every recorded conversion)
D. Is a commandment and not a promise

Acts 2:38 — “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your

rn

sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’.

Acts 22:16 — “... ‘And now what are you waiting for? Get up,
be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name’.”

E. Definition: Christian baptism is immersion in water in the name
of Jesus (by the authority of Jesus) for remission of sins. It is
always preceded by faith and repentance.

F. Some teachings:

Baptism in water is necessary for forgiveness of your sins
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16)

 Baptism is only permitted for someone who believes (Acts
8:37-8)

@ Baptism symbolizes a burial, an immersion. (Romans 6:3-
6)

@ In baptism, we enter into Christ. (Galatians 3:27)

Ephesians 4:5 says that there is “only one baptism”. This
baptism is baptism in water, because the baptism with the
Spirit had already happened and does not need to be
repeated. Baptism in water in the name of Jesus, though,
continues being done whenever someone becomes a
Christian.

X. Was The Baptism With The Spirit Only Promised To The
Apostles?

Some say that “Holy Spirit baptism” was only promised to the
apostles. The “baptism of the Spirit” for these people is when
somebody receives the power from the Spirit as inspiration,
revelations, miracles, etc. But problems with this idea exist. First,
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the expression “baptism of the Spirit” does not exist in the Bible.
All the translations have “baptism with the Spirit” or “baptism in
the Spirit.” It is not a baptism that the Spirit does, but rather, it is
a baptism where the Spirit is used. In the promises of the Old
Testament, it is the Spirit that would be poured out and this
would be evident by the miraculous gifts that the Spirit would
give. It has to be kept in mind what it is that was poured out — it
was not gifts, but rather, the Spirit. The promise was the Spirit
and not the gifts that the Spirit would distribute after being
poured out. Miracles and gifts already had been given well before
this baptism, but what was promised only occurred on that day
and not before. Until that day, the Spirit never was poured out
for all people, but since that day all can receive the Spirit. The
words of Jesus in Acts 1:4-5 show that the promise of the Father
and the baptism with the Spirit were the same thing. When the
apostles received the Spirit in Acts 2, Peter said in verse 16 that
the prophecy of Joel (the promise of the Father) was being
fulfilled. This agrees with the words of Jesus in. Acts 1:4-5 — “On
one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit’.” Peter agrees with John 7:39 and he says
clearly that the promise was the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:33 — “Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you now see and hear” When Peter says: “this which you
see and hear”, he is using the manifestations of the Spirit to
illustrate that the Spirit, in fact, was poured out. Jesus poured out
the Spirit as was promised since the Old Testament. John 7:39 —
“By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him
were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been
given [poured out], since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

Some of those who say that the promise of the baptism with the
Spirit was only made to the apostles affirm that in the passages
where Jesus speaks about this, only the apostles were present
(for example, Acts 1:4-5). But when Jesus spoke to the apostles,
this did not necessarily limit the promise. Actually, when we look
at all the passages that speak about this baptism, we see that this
was not so. When John the Baptist spoke, he was not only
speaking to the apostles but to the multitude of Jews who went
to be baptized by him. (Matthew 3:1-12 and Luke 3:15-16) When
the apostle John spoke about the promise (the baptism with the
Spirit) in John 7:39, it was not limited to the apostles. The
promise of Acts is not limited to only some, but is a promise for
all the saved. One reason that some think that it was limited is
because they do not understand that the baptism with the Spirit
is not the distribution of gifts (ex. languages) nor a miraculous
thing.

1. How is one baptized with the Holy Spirit?
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A. __ When Christ poured out the Holy Spirit upon all
mankind

B. ____ When one hears, understands, the Gospel

C. ___ When one turns their life over to Christ

D. By immersion in the name of Jesus

2. When does/did the baptism with the Holy Spirit occur?

A. When the Holy Spirit acts upon someone.
B. Every time someone believes in Christ.
C. When one dies to sin, is buried by immersion and is

resurrected by God into Christ
D. When the world first heard that forgiveness of sins

was available because of the Death, Burial,
Resurrection and ascension of Christ.

3. Who has access to the Holy Spirit poured out by Christ?
A. Only a chosen few

B All mankind who obey Christ’s call to redemption, the
Gospel message.

4. Only people granted special power to perform miracles have
been baptized with the Holy Spirit?

5. Baptism mentioned in every New Testament of conversion is:

A. ___ Animmersion, total submersion.
B.___ Donein water

C.__Done by man

D.___ Apromise

E. ___ Acommand

F. ___ Allthe above
G.__ABandC

H.__A,B,CandD
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN

Lesson 5

When Jesus poured out the Spirit on all flesh on the day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit started His ministry in the life of the
Christians. All those who believed, repented and were baptized
received the Spirit as a gift from God. “Peter replied, ‘Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit’.” (Acts 2:38)

What is the gift of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Acts 2:38? It is not
the miraculous power that Paul described in 1 Corinthians 12 and
that Jesus promised in Mark 16:17-20. This is obvious because
the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38 is promised for "all" that
were baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:39, 5:32) but it is a
confirmed fact that miraculous gifts were not granted to all who
were baptized. Nor did all who were baptized in water speak in
tongues, prophesied or healed ilinesses. Therefore, this gift, of
Acts 2:38, is not a miraculous gift as in 1 Corinthians 12.

The gift of the Holy Spirit, promised in Acts 2:38 is the promise of
the inner presence of the Spirit of God in the life of the Christians.
The Spirit, given in our baptism, gives us a new spiritual life, with
a new birth, and His personal indwelling.

I. The Spirit regenerates us (makes us to be born again into a
new life) or renews us. This is part of our conversion.

Titus 3:5-6 — “He saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

John 3:5 — “Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the

o

Spirit’.

Romans 6:1-6 — “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on
sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to
sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that
all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
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into his death? We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death,
we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves to sin.”

These scriptures show how one crucifies his old sinful life.
Following this death he is buried by immersion and
resurrected from the water

grave of baptism being give a new life (rebirth) and united
with Christ in His Body, the Church.

IIl. The Spirit lives in or dwells in Christians, personally.
A. Jesus promised this.

John 7:37-39 — “On the last and greatest day of the Feast,
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let
him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from
within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the
Spirit had not been given [poured out], since Jesus had not yet
been glorified.”

John 14:16-20—“And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever, the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you. | will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will
see me. Because | live, you also will live.”

B. This promise was fulfilled.

Acts 2:38-41 — “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far
off-for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other
words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.”

Acts 5:32 — “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Romans 8:9-11 — “You, however, are controlled not by the
sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.
And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
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belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead
because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who
lives in you.”

Galatians 3:2-5—“l would like to learn just one thing from you:
Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing
what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the
Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?
Have you suffered so much for nothing-if it really was for
nothing? Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles
among you because you observe the law, or because you
believe what you heard?”

Galatians 3:26-29 — “You are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

Galatians 4:5-6 — “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba,
Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you
are a son, God has made you also an heir.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8 — “For God did not call us to be impure,
but to live a holy life. Therefore, he who rejects this
instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his
Holy Spirit.”

C. His presence in us is God’s seal (His stamp or mark of approval

and ownership). This gives us a sense of security.

Ephesians 1:13 — “And you also were included in Christ when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit.”

Ephesians 4:30 — “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 — “Now it is God who makes both us and
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.” The Spirit does not seal us;
rather, the Father seals us with the Spirit. The Spirit is the
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stamp or mark that we belong to God. How do we know that
we are stamped? God said we are!

1John 4:10-13 — “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if
we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us. We know that we live in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit.”

D. The Holy Spirit, given by God to the Christian, is the earnest of
our inheritance. This gives us hope. This “earnest” is the down
payment, given as a guarantee that the total blessing will be
given. It is the guarantee that one day we will receive His glory.

Ephesians 1:14 — “Who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's
possession-to the praise of his glory.”

2 Corinthians 1:22 — “He anointed us, set his seal of ownership
on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.”

2 Corinthians 5:5 — “Now it is God who has made us for this
very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.”

lll. He strengthens us with power in the inner man.

Ephesians 3:16 — “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being.”

IV. He encourages us.

Acts 9:31 — “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and
Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the
fear of the Lord.”

V. He transforms us into the image of Christ.

Living in us, the Spirit transforms us into the likeness, image, of
God and produces His fruit in us: love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, gentleness and self-control in us.

2 Corinthians 3:18 — “And we, who with unveiled faces all
reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.”
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Galatians 5:22-23 — “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”

A. LOVE: It comes from the Spirit.

Many people think that love is a feeling or emotion that a person
feels toward someone. But the love that is the fruit of the Spirit
is not an emotion or feeling, because you cannot command a
feeling and we are commanded to love. Love means doing what
is right. It is to practice (the golden rule). Matthew 7:12 — “So in
everything, do to others what you would have them do to you,
for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” The disciple of Christ
can have this kind of love in his life. He can love God with all his
heart and even his enemies. He can do it because God commands
it and His Holy Spirit lives in his body so that he could produce
the Spirit’s fruit of love. A good way to explain love is to read what
love does.

Romans 5:5 — “And hope does not disappoint us, because God
has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
whom he has given us.”

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 — “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.”

B. JOY: It is the result of the Spirit.

Joy comes from the knowledge of the sufficiency of the power
of God. The work of the Holy Spirit is to give to the believers
the joy that Christ made available to them.

Acts 13:52 — “And the disciples were filled with joy and with
the Holy Spirit.”

1 Thessalonians 1:6 — “You became imitators of us and of the
Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”

C. PEACE: It comes from the Spirit. It is the security of always
being victorious in God.

Romans 14:17 — “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of
eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.”
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Philippians 4:5-7 — “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:37 — “No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.”

Jesus promised, “My peace | give you” (John 14:27). This fruit
of the Holy Spirit is not dependent on the circumstances of
this life because it is the “peace of God” given by the Spirit of
God.

D. PATIENCE: It is the exercise of forgiveness. It is to show
tolerance with patience when injustice is inflicted by others. It is
patience under the pressure of the provocation. It is only by the
Holy Spirit that we can fulfill the law that goes beyond
forgiveness. The Spirit can give us the patience that God has for
sinful men.

Romans 2:4 — “Or do you show contempt for the riches of his
kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's
kindness leads you toward repentance?”

Romans 9:22 — “What if God, choosing to show his wrath and
make his power known, bore with great patience the objects
of his wrath-prepared for destruction?”

E. KINDNESS: It is the desire to do good and not to harm others.
It is love in action. A good way to please the God is to be kind to
His other children.

F. GOODNESS: This quality differs from kindness as intentions
differ from actions. Benignancy is intention, goodness is action.
To be good is to practice what is good.

Matthew 25:34-36 — “Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation
of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison

rn

and you came to visit me’.

Goodness is love in benevolence acts toward others. Peter
said that Jesus walked around doing good. Barnabas was a
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good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith (Acts 11:24 — “He
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great
number of people were brought to the Lord”). If more
Christians had this fruit of the Holy Spirit, there would be
more people converted to Christ.

G. FAITHFULNESS: It means to be loyal, worthy, reliable,
trustworthy. Few things in the Christian life are more important
than to be faithful. The faithful servant will be rewarded by God.
Literally, faithfulness means to be full of faith until the end. Jesus
is our example of faithfulness.

1 Corinthians 4:2 — “Now it is required that those who have
been given a trust must prove faithful.”

Matthew 25:23 — “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your

1’7

master's happiness!

Hebrews 3:1-4 — “Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the
heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and
high priest whom we confess. He was faithful to the one who
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house.
Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses,
just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the
house itself.”

H. GENTLENESS: It means “to be under the control of God.”
Gentleness is not weakness, but strength controlled by God.
Moses is an example of gentleness’ (Numbers 12:3) The Greeks
used the word gentleness to describe a tamed animal, trained to
obey orders. The Christian with this fruit of the Spirit is trained to
obey the orders of God, without complaining.

I. SELF CONTROL: We cannot obey God without discipline. In 1
Corinthians 9:25 we see an example of this virtue - “Everyone
who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it
to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that
will last forever” Self-control, through the Holy Spirit, helps the
Christian to crucify the old man, with its old habits, so that the
new man can be raised in newness of life.

Although this passage in Galatians speaks of the fruit of the Spirit,
we have a role to play in its development. Our responsibility is to
work alongside of the Spirit. How does the Spirit work? He works
by means of the Word and He intercedes for us. Galatians 5
implies that while we listen to Spirit inspired Word and walk in
His instructions, this quality is developed inside our souls.
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VI.

1 Peter 1:5-8 — “Who through faith are shielded by God's
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith-of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-
may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible
and glorious joy.”

We know that He transforms us into the image of Jesus while
we contemplate the glory of Christ as in a mirror.

2 Corinthians 3:18 — “And we, who with unveiled faces all
reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.”

He contributes to our spiritual growth.

Romans 8: — “1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus
the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and
death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so
he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

“5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their
minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the
Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is
hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do
so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

“9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but
by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of
sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

“12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-but it is not to
the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live
according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit
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you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by
him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with
our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are
children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we
may also share in his glory.

“18 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 The
creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of
the children of God.

“22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in
the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for
what he already has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not
yet have, we wait for it patiently.

“26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We
do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with
God's will.

“28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
justified, he also glorified.”

A. What happens to a person who does not have the Spirit?

1. He is under the law of Sin; that is, under the control of
sin and will not be able to help himself. He is walking
toward destruction. (verse 2 also Galatians 5:17)

2. He is unable to obey law. The weakness of our nature,
wounded by sin, is unable to do what God wants us to
do. All sin. (vs 3)

3. He is in the process of death. As a cadaver is
decomposing, so is the person without the Spirit. He has
an inclination toward sin (verse 5) and walks according
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to the principles of sin (v4). His destiny is death. (verse
6)

4, He is at war with God. No matter what he does, his
lifestyle always offends God. (verse 7)

5. Heis unable to do good deeds for the right motives and
methods. (verse 8)

6. He is living for eternal death. He thinks he is really living
but he is killing himself, eternally. (verse 13)

7. He is not saved and is not of God. If someone does not
have the Spirit as the mark of God’s ownership, he does
not belong to God. (verse 9)

B. What happens when a person has the Spirit?

1. There is no condemnation. We are forgiven by Christ. We
escape the vicious cycle of sin and we can live under
another law, the law of the Spirit who is the source of
true life. (verses 1-2)

2. We are free from the slavery of Satan. Christ overcame
and condemned sin. We are free from the principle of
sin that acts in us, enslaving us. (vs 2-3; 2 Corinthians
3:17; Galatians 5:13).

3. We are able to obey God. Before conversion we could
not obey God. Now, with the Spirit it is possible and it is
a command. (verse 4 also Galatians 5:16).

4. We are under the influence and control of the Spirit.
“According to the Spirit” gives the idea that our way of
living is now the Holy Spirit. (verse 4)

5. We are in a process of growth. We begin by inclining
ourselves for the things of the Spirit. As we continue in
this path we find ourselves more and more inclined to
follow the Spirit. (vs 5-6)

6. We are able to please God. In spite of sin, our spirit lives
in the forgiveness of God. In spite of death, our bodies
will be raised by the Spirit. (verses 10-11)

C. How to act when one has the Spirit?

1. Do not say that we are forced to sin. None of us should
sin. Now we are able, by the Spirit, to obey God. (verse
12)

2. Put to death self and the sin in us. Jesus said that the road
to life was death (Mark 8.35; John 12.25). Let us use the
Spirit to kill our sinful nature, and live for Christ. The only
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“insecticidal” that kills the flesh is the Holy Spirit. (verse
13)

3. Allow yourself to be guided by the Spirit; that is, obey God
the Father out of gratitude and love for the One who
forgave our sins. (verses 14-17)

4. Trustin God. What we cannot do, God can. When we lack
the words for prayer, God stills knows all. Have faith in
him and no problem cannot be overcome (verses 26-27).

VII. The Spirit’s presence motivates us toward a holy life.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

VIIl. Freedom comes and legalism goes out when we are guided
by the Spirit Galatians 5:18. We are freed from the futile
attempts to be justified by law and we receive the power to obey
God.

Galatians 5:18 — “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under law.”

IX. We enjoy an environment conducive to spiritual growth.
Romans 14:17 — “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of

eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.”

A. We pray in the Spirit.
Ephesians 6:18 — “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

B. We love one another in the Spirit.

Colossians 1:8 — “And who also told us of your love in the
Spirit.”

C. We rejoice even in afflictions.
1 Thessalonians 1:6 — “You became imitators of us and of the
Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message

with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”

D. We worship in the Spirit.
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Philippians 3:3 — “For it is we who are the circumcision, we
who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus,
and who put no confidence in the flesh.”

1. What did Jesus pour out on all people on the day of
Pentecost?

A. ___ Forgiveness to everyone
B. ___ The Holy Spirit
C.__ Power for everyone to work miracles

2. When does the Holy Spirit begin to dwell in a person?

A. ___Birth
B.___ Death
C.___ Following their death to sin, burial and

resurrection, baptism into Christ.

3. If one who is in Christ allows, the Holy Spirit will transform
them into God’s likeness.

T. F.

4. Which one is NOT a fruit of the Spirit?

A.__ love

B. ___ Joy

C.__ Peace

D. ___ Patience
E. ___ Kindness

F. ___ Sinlessness

G.__ Goodness

H. ____ Faithfulness
. ___ Gentleness
J. ___Self-control

5. A Christian, one in Christ, can live according to the sinful
nature?
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SINS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD

Lesson 6

The Holy Spirit of God, through whom the Word of the Lord came
to us and through whom God the Father and God the Son live in
us, is a person. It is possible to sin against Him, just as it is possible
to sin against the Father and the Son. One particular sin
(blasphemy) is often referred to as the “unpardonable sin”.

IT IS POSSIBLE TO BLASPHEME (SPEAK AGAINST) THE HOLY SPIRIT

Matthew 12:31-32 — “And so | tell you, every sin and
blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against
the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.”

Mark 3:29 — “But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.”

What it is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? The only passages
that use this expression are: Mark 3:20-30 and Matthew 12.22-
32. In both places Jesus was warning the Pharisees and Scribes
about their unbelief that led them to attribute the miracles of
Jesus (done by the power of the Holy Spirit) to demons. Mark
3:29-30 shows that the reason for Jesus’ warning was associated
with the affirmation of the scribes. Therefore, we can say that:

A. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit was the sin of
deliberately attributing the acts of the Spirit, which were
made to produce faith in Christ, to demons, preventing such
a person from coming to faith.

B. It is an unpardonable sin because such a person will not
come to believe in Christ where they can find forgiveness.

C. Itisn’t people with doubts who have committed this sin but
the person who doesn’t want to know of God.

D. This “sin” is not to be equated with Acts 5:1-11; Hebrews
6:4-6 and 1 John 5.16-17. A certain parallel exists since these
passages talk about a deliberate rejection of Christ and the
Gospel. But still, in the context of the gospels, blasphemy

ANFO AT | FIAY AN HUTS RATN 432 WA SNH
g (4o MR, W RS Fam g7 ==
e g AN FAo MEAREN, SN I
AP ey g9 N WNiE wrNge
NN, SNE FINCGT ATNG Bef q8 AN
A (APF IR, SN o3 fRarN 433
NN SNRE (RATCNNT FARAN, W FIRINC
eI g3 SN SN ST (A FACS ATACRN |

INFOl T AT AS FANTIAS WHACTE LT
O | B AT (T T O IS FE LA
RUN | INRAIT GG S T R, 1[G e
3 RSt syef (oA 11:24 - "N GG O TF
e, AAf7a = a3 R 3, @3 AR FWF
TR G PR ] R(ARe") | I 18 fome
ARG WY IR T AP, O WS (& (16 10
FATSEO =

G. fyser 93 WY Wors, (197, ROICT9, Ry =8 |
fEBI G PR G~ [ 28R (517 [T @wg=y |
Y I B3 BT SE© ([ | e ol f[Faser
TN 1Y V@ RSy Syf 4111 ey Song [ysoR
SRR

1 PRAZ 4:2- "G4 BT ATAGH (T IMHF IF6 B
(RS IR OIHA IS 21 A0S A 1"

WY 25:23- “OIF NN TS AT, *IY, OIe & f[gs
TS A (g G STTo7 [y 200y, =N (o
AP (PRI AMNY (M | AT L WAV G AT
I T

B 3.1-4- WO, ARG SR, I FAT WZCA
AR, O T, (TS I T=IGF A SN
FNFR B O [T NN BRI 5F T~ | =N
R TS FTYET 9 S e St cnfie
(BTIS TG ST (19 0T N w1 AR, 5 (T
g6 Ay ffor AT (e @ STIae
VIEESEITR

G35, THel: 97 W "SR NAF [T 1 SHel e
¥, & Y7 7 el (Mo 29 SHe a5
TR (34T 12:3) N1 ST A6 FIZI FI© JF6
Afere AAMF @R T, W ATANT G0
ARFS | W 92 T 2 fPeMTE WO Qo
HRIRE N WO AR (R8T =T




against the Holy Spirit was attributing the power of the
miracles of Jesus to demons and not to the Holy Spirit.

[T IS POSSIBLE TO INSULT THE HOLY SPIRIT

Hebrews 10:26-29 — “If we deliberately keep on sinning after
we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for
sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of
raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more
severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has
trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an
unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him,
and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?”

This sin was committed by the Jews who renounced the faith
after becoming disciples of Christ.

[T IS POSSIBLE PUT OUT THE SPIRIT’S FIRE

1 Thessalonians 5:19 “Do not put out the Spirit's fire.”

This is the sin of not taking seriously an activity of the Spirit in
your life. If the Spirit gives you a gift, service or function in the
body of Christ but you do not use or exercise it, you are
putting out the Spirit who wants to work in your life. If you
continuously say “No” to Him, the fire of the Spirit is being
extinguished.

[T IS POSSIBLE TO GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT

Ephesians 4:25-30 — Speaking to those in Christ who have the
Holy Spirit dwelling in them, Paul stated “25Therefore each of
you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his
neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 "In your
anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are
still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 He who
has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing
something useful with his own hands, that he may have
something to share with those in need. 29 Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it
may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.”
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We can do this by:

Impure language (verse 25 “Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all
members of one body” and verse 29 “Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it
may benefit those who listen”).

By words of anger against others (verse 26 “In your anger do
not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry”).

By robbery and laziness (verse 28 “He who has been stealing
must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful
with his own hands, that he may have something to share with
those in need.”) Little things do matter. Remember that He is
our constant companion.

IT IS POSSIBLE TO LIE TO and TO TEMPT THE HOLY SPIRIT

Acts 5:3 — “Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has
so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for
the land?"”

Acts 5:9 — “Peter said to her, ‘How could you agree to test the
Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also’.”

[T IS POSSIBLE TO RESIST THE HOLY SPIRIT

When people resist the word of God given by means of men
inspired by the Spirit, they resist the Spirit.

Acts 7:51 — “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised
hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always
resist the Holy Spirit!”

IT IS POSSIBLE TO REVOLT AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT

Psalm 106:33 — “For they rebelled against the Spirit of God
and rash words came from Moses' lips.” To refuse to obey is
rebellion.
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IT IS POSSIBLE TO PROFANE THE SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 6:19 — “Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own.”

1. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is deliberating attributing the
acts of the Holy Spirit to demons.

T. F.

2. A Christian can deliberately keep on sinning after he receives
the knowledge of the Truth.

T. F.

3. A Christian can remove the Spirit from their life.

T. F.

4. s it possible for a Christian to lie to the Holy Spirit?

T. F.

THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR SERVICE

Lesson 7:

Jesus, returning to heaven, gave gifts to men by means of the
Holy Spirit. For the purpose of this study, we will divide these gifts
into two groups:

1. Gifts associated with the initial preaching of the Word in order
to confirm the proclamation through signs and wonders. These
gifts would be miraculous and temporary.

2. Gifts that would be used for the brethren in service, one to
another. These gifts were the permanent ones and continue until
today.

The division into two groups is not perfectly drawn, however,
because some gifts seem to fall in both groups. For example, gift
of prophecy indicated the miraculous or supernatural act of
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receiving of knowledge of God but it was also used to serve (to
build up) the brethren.

I. THE SUBJECT OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS DEALS WITH THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH AND THE GRACE OF GOD.

A. How the body of Christ functions

1. The church is the body of Christ

Ephesians 1:9-10 — “And he made known to us the mystery of
his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached
their fulfillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even Christ.”

The dream of Jesus is to have a church just like he is. As the
church of Jesus Christ, the spiritual body of Christ, our identity
helps us to know our purpose in life or our mission in the
world. We are God’s instrument to unite all things and all
people to Jesus. That is why we exist. In practical terms what
we do will be determined by our purpose in life. Your God-
given ministry will contribute toward this purpose. To realize
this dream costs a lot. We have to deny ourselves and submit
to Jesus as the head or chief shepherd of the church.

2. Jesus is the head of the church.

Ephesians 1:22 NKIV — “And He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church.”

Ephesians 4:15 NKJV — “But, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head; Christ.”

Ephesians 5:23 NKJV — “For the husband is head of the wife,
as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of
the body.”

Colossians 1:18 NKJV —“And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

Colossians 2:19 NKJV — “And not holding fast to the Head,
from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by
joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from
God.”

3. The work belongs to Jesus, the Head. He coordinates the
work. He decides what each member of the body ought to be
doing in the church. Our part is to submit to him and try to
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recognize what he wants us to be doing, day by day, in the
organization and in the work. We are personally responsible
to him.

4. Jesus is not just a figurehead. Rather He is actively
involved in all the church’s work. It is Jesus who guides,
organizes, oversees and shepherds the body in order for us to
be what He wants us to be and do what He wants us to do.
Let us always seek His plan, His guidance, His wisdom and His
will in our ministries.

Ephesians 1:22-2:1 — “And God placed all things under his
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.”

5. Jesus operates today through the Holy Spirit, distributing
gifts or services to the members of the body for the working
of the church.

1 Corinthians 12:1-20 — “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers,
| do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you
were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and
led astray to mute idols. Therefore | tell you that no one
who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus be cursed,’
and no one can say, ‘lesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of working, but the same God
works all of them in all men.

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. To one there is given through the
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one
Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy,
to another distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one
and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as
he determines.

“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is
with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all
given the one Spirit to drink.
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“Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If
the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do not
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to
be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because |
am not an eye, | do not belong to the body," it would not
for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If
the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of
smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many parts, but one body.”

a. The Spirit Places us in the Body:

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts;
and though all its parts are many, they form one body.
So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or
free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
(verses 12 and 13)

b. The Spirit Lives in us

If they were all one part, where would the body be?
(verse 19)

c. The Spirit gives gifts to members of the body

There are different kinds of working, but the same
God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common
good. (verse 6-7)

d. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and
he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
(verse 11)

e. But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body,

every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.
(verse 18)

6. Christ organized His church by the Spirit through gifts. This
means that the organization is much more than ministers,
evangelists and those who are responsible for some areas of
work. Each and every member is part of the organization.

B. The grace of God
1. Grace Bestowed:

a. In the forgiveness of sins,
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Ephesians 2:4-9 — “But because of his great love for us,
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions-it is by grace you
have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ lesus,
in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to usin Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God not by works, so that no one can boast.”

b. In our daily life.

2 Corinthians 9:8 — “And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.”

c. Even the service that you do for God in His kingdom is a
favor that He grants

Ephesians 3:7-8 — “l became a servant of this gospel by the
gift of God's grace given me through the working of his
power. Although | am less than the least of all God's
people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ.”

d. The grace of God gives ministries for us to do in the church.

2. The word “gift” emphasizes that it is a given thing. It is of grace

1 Peter 4:10-11 — “Each one should use whatever gift he has
received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace
in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should
do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

Romans 12:3-6 — “For by the grace given me | say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just
as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and each member belongs to
all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in
proportion to his faith.”

3. “What has God given for me to do in the church?” “What is the
service that Jesus chose for me in the church?” “What is my
gift?”
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We need to remember that we do not gain our place in the
body because of our own effort; it is given by God (Jesus, by
means of the Spirit). Your ministry in the church should not
be what you chose for yourself but what He chose for you.

II. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE FUNCTIONS, WORKS, SERVICES,
MINISTRIES, ASSIGNMENTS

Romans 12:3-8 — “For by the grace given me | say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just
as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and each member belongs to
all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in
proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage;
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

A. Gifts are functions (works, ministries, services, jobs, roles) that
you, as a member of the body of Christ, fulfill.

1. Gifts are not talents. Even though any and all talents and
resources should and could be used in the exercise of your
gift. People are born with talents (natural abilities) but gifts
are given to people only when they are a part of the body of
Christ. Several New Testament gifts were outside the realm
of talents, natural abilities (tongues, Paul was not an
impressive public speaker, some apostles were unlearned
fishermen who were chosen and then trained to the job.)

2. Gifts are not personalities (patience, tender, courageous,

outspoken, etc.). The gift that Peter and Paul shared was that
of apostle, even with different personalities.

B. Gifts are services which various members are assigned by Jesus
to exercise in a special way.

1. All of us should serve but some are deacons; that is,
servants with specific qualifications.

2. All of us should evangelize but some are evangelists.

3. All of us should be merciful but some have the gift of
showing mercy.
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4. All of us should contribute but some have the gift of giving.

5. All of us should take care of one another but some are
shepherds (elders, pastors, overseers [guardians or
sentinels]).

We can be involved in many areas of service but there are
some services to which we were especially called. These are
our gifts. The most important question in this sense
concerning gifts is not “Lord, what do you want me to do?”
but rather “lLord, in which ministry do you want me to
specialize or dedicate myself?” Think of the gifts as your
specialty.

C. Not all members have the same gifts but every Christian has
one or more gifts. You were given a function, a service, a
ministry, a responsibility in the church. It was Jesus, by means
of the Holy Spirit who gave it to you. Each member of the body
needs to find his or her proper place and prepare himself for
his ministry. Each one of us needs to ask ourselves this
question: “What is my responsibility in the church?” or “Who
am | in the body of Christ?” A simple answer would be: “My
responsibility in the church is to do whatever the Lord chose
for me to do.” “My responsibility is according to the gift that
God gave me.” The duty of each one is according to what God
has given him. Romans 12:3 and 6 — “I say to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith ... Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us
prophesy in proportion to our faith.”

The question then becomes, “What has God given me to do
in the church?” “What is the ministry that Jesus chose for me
in the church?” “What is my gift?” Your gift or ministry may
change over time as in the case of Steven who began caring
for the distribution of food to the widows (Acts 6: 4-5) and
later was an evangelist (Acts 21:8).

Il. GIFTS ARE CALLED “SPIRITUAL GIFTS”.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — “All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work.”

The word of God equips us for our ministry. Through the Word
the man of God will be equipped for the work. This means that
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the works must be spiritual because the Word deals with spiritual
things. For example, the Bible does not teach the art of carpentry.
It does not teach us how to use constructions tools, calculators
and computers. But, the Word does prepare a carpenter to do a
spiritual work inside of his trade. Gifts deal with involvement with
God and people. We must use these gifts serving one another
and this brings glory to God. This illustrates one more time that
gifts are not talents or skills. The skill of the carpenter in building
houses does not come from the Word but his talent can be used
for the glory of God. This talent can place him in places and
situations to meet the needs of people. When somebody needs
his talent, he can go supply that necessity and, if given the
opportunity, can share spiritual things in a spiritual way.

IV. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH THROUGH GIFTS IS
DIVERSE BUT UNITED

A. 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 — “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, |
do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you
were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led
astray to mute idols. Therefore | tell you that no one who is
speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus be cursed,” and no
one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are
different kinds of working, but the same God works all of
them in all men.

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for
the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit
the message of wisdom, to another the message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in
different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and
the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he
determines.”

1. In the church there is unity in diversity. This is seen in the
variety of gifts, all given by the same Spirit. Different
Christians have different gifts or ministries and they all are
to be used for the mutual well-being. (verses 4-7)

2. The context here, in Paul’'s example, is of miraculous
spirituals gifts of the Holy Spirit. The New Testament
mentions gifts that are miraculous. (verses 8-10)
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Acts 14:3 — “So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable
time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed
the message of his grace by enabling them to do
miraculous signs and wonders.”

Hebrews 2:3-4 — “How shall we escape if we ignore such
a great salvation? This salvation, which was first
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those
who heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders
and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit
distributed according to his will.”

and also gifts that are not miraculous

Ephesians 4:11 — “It was he who gave some to be
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers.”

Romans 12:7-8 — “If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

3. It is the same Spirit that gives one gift to one member and
another gift to another member. It is the Spirit that makes
the decision which person receives which gift. The person
with three gifts is not better than the person with one gift.
The person with the gift of knowledge was not better than
the person with the gift of languages. (verse 11)

B. 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 — “The body is a unit, though it is made
up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form
one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

“Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the
foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to
the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the
body. And if the ear should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do
not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to
be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would
the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
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“The eye cannot say to the hand, "l don't need you!" And the
head cannot say to the feet, "l don't need you!" On the
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has
combined the members of the body and has given greater
honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part
of it. And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles,
also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others,
those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in
different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets?
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly
desire the greater gifts. And now | will show you the most
excellent way.”

1. In the church there is unity with diversity. That is seen by
the fact of the church being described as a body. (verse
12)

2. There are many members in the body of Christ. Each
member is important. Each person is necessary and all
must work in the body for the well-being of the body.
(verse 14)

3. People sometimes say: "I am the Church", wanting to
emphasize the fact of that the church is people and not
bricks and cement. But, to be more correct, we should say
"We are church" and "I am one of the members of the
body of Christ".

4. No member functions by himself. Any member, separated
from the body, will eventually grow weak, die and stink.
Some say: “I am faithful to Jesus, but | do not participate
in the church.” This idea is one hundred percent wrong.
Separated from the body, the hand cannot help the body.
It is true that the various members have different things
to do, but all work as part of the body. As Ephesians 4:15-
16 says: “speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working
of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for
the building up of itself in love.” (verse 21)

5. Jesus gives you permission. The members do not have to
ask for the permission of the other members to do their
own job. As members of the body, each one has his
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ministry (his gift). Hands, you do not need to ask for
permission to do the job of a hand. You are a hand — do
your work! Yes, we must communicate, cooperate and co-
ordinate one with another, for the well-being and unity of
the body. By all means, let the hand that is turning on the
light switch communicate to the foot that is standing in
the water! We must communicate, we must cooperate,
but we have to use the gift that God gave us to use.

6. Each member of the church is important. Each member is
necessary. Maybe someone thinks “l am not preaching, |
don’t teach class. The body does not need me.” Nonsense!
How would the church be if all the members did the same
thing? The Lord does not call us all to do the same thing.
Not everyone has the same responsibility in the church.
The Spirit gives gifts to the members of the body of Christ
according to the needs of the body. The Lord, being the
head, knows how to co-ordinate the body. He will never
make the body to be all an eye or all a foot, etc. He gives
to the body different types of ministries to supply the
needs of the whole church. (verse 21)

7. Each member is important and necessary. The fingernail
might think “The body does not need me. | am not
important. It can exist without my presence.” But, when
an insect enters in my ear, no other member of the body
is needed like that little fingernail.

8. The members of the body cooperate one with the others.
When the foot steps on a thorn, the lungs, throat and
mouth cooperate to produce a shout that distracts the
pain in the foot. A leg picks the foot off the ground while
another leg folds itself so that the body can sit down. The
hands catch the hurt foot and the eyes search for the
thorn. Finally, the fingers remove the thorn and the foot
begins to feel relief. When one member suffers, all suffer.
When one receives honor, all are honored. We don’t do as
the body whose members decided that the stomach was
sluggish. So, the hands refused to put food in the mouth;
the mouth refused to open; the teeth refused to chew.
They decided to humiliate the stomach. The result was
that the entire body became so weak that the hand did
not have the strength to take the food, nor the mouth to
open, nor the teeth to chew and the whole body died. We
are members of the same body. We each must do our
part, for the well-being of the entire body.

9. In all this, never forget that better than any gift is love.
(verse 31)

V. COOPERATION AND THE INDIVIDUAL

RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH MEMBER

Matthew 25:14-30 — "Again, it will be like a man going on a
journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to
them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two
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talents, and to another one talent, each according to his
ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had
received the five talents went at once and put his money to
work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two
talents gained two more. But the man who had received the
one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master's money.

“After a long time the master of those servants returned and
settled accounts with them. The man who had received the
five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, ‘you
entrusted me with five talents. See, | have gained five more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!’

“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,” he said,
‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, | have gained two
more.’

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!’

“Then the man who had received the one talent came.
‘Master,” he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out and hid your
talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew
that I harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have
not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned |
would have received it back with interest.

“Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the
ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he
will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth’.”
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A. This parable, the parable of the money, speaks of the
individual responsibility of each one, independent of the
action of the others. Each one will be judged by his own
deeds. However, in the church, the body of Christ, when one
member does not do his part, it not only harms himself but
the whole body. If the eyes do not see, the entire body is in
darkness. If the feet do not walk, the whole body gives up
walking. Even if you received only one ministry you still must
do it. Each member, receiving one, two or five ministries,
must use what he has received for the good of the body.

B. We must not allow the existence of a system where one takes
care of all. If the hands do not work but expect the eyes to
work. ... If the feet do not walk but expect the eyes to walk. ...
If the ears do not hear but expect the eyes to hear... If the
mouth does not eat but expect eyes to eat. ... If the nose does
not smell but expect the eyes to smell. ... This would not be a
body. It would be a monster!

C. The church must have space for all the members to serve in
the body. The church is all the brothers and sisters performing
the functions of their spiritual ministries, each one serving the
Lord, including those that are considered less important. It is
fatal for the body to have useless members. All are members
of the body. Each member has his function. Each member
must fulfill his service before God. Each one must serve.

D. At times, we seem to resemble the sacerdotal system of
Catholicism or the pastoral system of Protestantism. Some
few take care of all the work of the church. We have to allow
Christ to work and reveal our individual functions. Being the
body of Christ, there is no lack of work to do. Each Christian is
a priest. If God places the weight of a brother on your
shoulders and if you are capable, then you pray and step up
to help.

1 Peter 2:9 — “But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.”

Revelation 1:5-6 — “To him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom
and priests to serve his God and Father-to him be glory and
power for ever and ever!”

E. In the church, sometimes, those who have five “talents” or
“gifts” or “ministries” carry the weight of the multitude of
members with one “talent”. That’s a big weight to carry. The
direction of a church is not something that depends only on
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the work of some, but rather a question of us having the
capacity to make each one with one "talent" exercise his gifts.
The great problem in the church nowadays is that the one
“talent” members hide their “talent.” If all the one “talent”
members exercised their “talent”, there would not need to be
so many multi-talented members. We have that motivate all
members to do their part.

F. All the body must learn to serve. We all must roll up our
sleeves. It could be cleaning the building where the church
assembles, take care of the needy, house the brothers, greet
the visitors, distribute food, carry the money bag ... In the
house of the Lord no servant can excuse himself saying that
nobody gave him something to do. Before God, all His
children are in service with ministries given by Him. If we think
that there is somebody who the Lord cannot use, we really do
not know the grace of God. In the church there are to be no
marginalized members. We all need to arise and go to work.

G. Ephesians 4:16 says that “the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself
up in love, as each part does its work.”

This teaches 100% involvement of the members. No member
can neglect his duty. We must always be encouraging each
other to take initiative to do what they think Jesus is calling
them to do and not to be restrained by the organization. The
organization must facilitate and not hinder the service of any
Christian.

H. It is right to call the brethren to serve Christ according to their
gifts. It is right to encourage each other to place all our
resources at the disposal of the Lord. But it is not right to create
a guilt complex because somebody is not doing something that
was not given them to do by the Lord.

I. You are one of the many members of the body. When you are
working, serving, preaching, visiting, teaching, exhorting,
counseling, etc. the body is working because the body only
functions through its members. You, being a member of the
body, are always a member of the body, all the time not only
when the body is assembled together. The responsibilities of
the church are the total of all the responsibilities of each
member individually.

For example The body is working when:
1. Husbands are taking care of their wives

2. Wives are taking care of the home
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3 Parents are raising their children in the way of the
Lord

4. Servants are stopping to help a person in need

5. Elders are shepherding the flock

6. Leaders are organizing a retreat

7. People of faith are praying for the lost and the sick
8. Evangelists are evangelizing

9. Members are visiting in the hospitals

10. Counselors are helping a marriage

11. Authors are writing books and study material that

edify

Each brother and each sister has a ministry. We need to help
them know what it is and also to equip them for a good
performance in their ministry.

VI. WHO AM I IN THE BODY OF CHRIST?

This is the question each one of us needs to ask. How can | know
what is my God given service. The New Testament does not give
a concise list of steps for determining one’s spiritual gift (function
in the body). Some steps are suggested below but they should
not be considered the final word on the subject.

A. Become A Christian: Gifts are given by God through the
Spirit to members of the body.

B. Place Yourself Entirely At God's Disposal: This is an
objective decision implied by your decision to become a
Christian. Say to God as Isaiah did: “Here am I, send me.”
(Isaiah 6:8)

C. Pray: You know that God has a purpose for you in the body
of Christ. So now you ask Him to show you what it is,
knowing that He will answer for it is His will.

Psalm 25:12 — “Who, then, is the man that fears the
LORD?”

He will instruct him in the way chosen for him.”

D. Review The Lists Of Gifts In The New Testament:
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Romans 12:3-8 — “For by the grace given me | say to every one
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just
as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and each member belongs to
all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in
proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage;
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

1 Corinthians 12:28-29 — “And in the church God has
appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of
administration, and those speaking in different kinds of
tongues.”

Ephesians 4:11-12 — “It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

1 Peter 4:10-11 — “Each one should use whatever gift he has
received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace
in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should
do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever.”

These lists should give you an idea about what God calls a
ministry. The following are some examples of gifts, ministries
(not including temporary or miraculous ones):

Service

1 Peter 4:11 — “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should
do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever.”

Romans 12:7 — “If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching,
let him teach.”

Teacher
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1 Corinthians 12:28 — “And in the church God has appointed
... first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers.”

Romans 12:7 — “If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching,
let him teach.”

2 Timothy 1:11 — “And of this gospel | was appointed a herald
and an apostle and a teacher.”

Exhorter
Romans 12:8 — “If it is encouraging, let him encourage.”
One who gives

Romans 12:8 — “If it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously.”

One who aids/helps
1 Corinthians 12:28 — “And in the church God has appointed

.. also those having gifts of healing, those able to help
others.”

One who shows mercy

Romans 12:8 — “If it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.”

Administrator

1 Corinthians 12:28 — “And in the church God has appointed
..., those with gifts of administration.”

Shepherd, Pastor, Bishop

Acts 20:28-29 — “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock
of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his
own blood.”

Ephesians 4:11 — “It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers.”

1 Timothy 3:1-2 — “Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets
his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. Now
the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one
wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able
to teach.”

Titus 1:5-7 — “The reason | left you in Crete was that you might
straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in

every town, as | directed you.”

Evangelist, Preacher, Minister
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1 Corinthians 9:16-18 — “Yet when | preach the gospel, |
cannot boast, for | am compelled to preach. Woe to me if | do
not preach the gospel! If | preach voluntarily, | have a reward;
if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed
tome.”

Ephesians 4:11 — “It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers.”

2 Peter 2:5-6 — “If he did not spare the ancient world when he
brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah,
a preacher of righteousness, and seven others.”

1 Timothy 4:6-7 — “If you point these things out to the
brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought
up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you
have followed.”

2 Timothy 1:11 — “And of this gospel | was appointed a herald
and an apostle and a teacher.”

Deacon

1 Timothy 3:8 — “Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of
respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing
dishonest gain.”

And within all of these there are many things to be done in
which you could serve the Lord. Consider the different
ministries that already exist. It could be that some of these
need your participation. (Don't be limited by this list. We
need to expand our areas of service. Look around to see what
needs to be done that is not being done.)

E. Consider The Needs Of The Church: Peter plainly tells us that
we are to employ our gift for one another as good stewards of
God's varied grace. So we must look to the needs of the church.

1 Peter 4:10 — “Each one should use whatever gift he has
received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace
in its various forms.”

F. Look For Opportunities: Start a journal of doors that God has
opened for you. As time goes on you may begin to see a direction
that He is leading you in.

G. Seek Guidance From Church Leadership: Leadership gifts are
given to the church for the equipping of the saints. Make good
use of these gifts of the leadership.
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Ephesians 4:11-12 — “It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

H. Take The Initiative: You have prayed to the Lord, reviewed the
list of ministries in the New Testament, taken into account the
needs of the church that the Lord has brought to your attention
and possibly even put the desire in you to fulfill. You have noted
that God is always opening up doors of opportunity in certain
directions and you have talked things over with the leadership in
the church. Wait no longer, take the initiative and get on with
what the Lord would have you to be doing.

Got the idea? Go through the steps given. Begin to serve the
Lord by employing your gift for one another as good stewards of
God's varied grace. May the Lord bless you in everything good
that you desire to do.

CONCLUSION:

The church, in the New Testament is seen as an organism: living,
growing and coordinated. This organism is composed of many
parts joined in an organized way. Although organized, the church
is more than a simple organization. The word most used (40
times) to speak of this aspect of the church, in the New
Testament is the word "body". The parallel is made many times
between the characteristics of the human body (physical) and the
church that is the body (spiritual) of Jesus Christ. The members
all work as a unit in the body. There are no disconnected
members. The service of the church is the spiritual activity of the
saints, members one of the other in the Spirit. As a body, each
member works in its ministry. It is not the independent activity of
an individual but the coordinated work of all the members of the
body.

Let us all dedicate ourselves to the services of the Christian life
but we will be “specialists” in that service (gift) that the Lord
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, chose for us.

1. There are many different kinds of gifts, services and workings.

T. F.

2. God's grace is bestowed upon man

A. ___Inthe forgiveness of sin
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B. ___ Inhis daily life
C. ___ Inwork, service or ministry a Christian must do

D. ___ Allthe above

3. Generally a gift is freely given, not earned, but one can earn
God’s grace by doing many good works.

T. F.

4. Spiritual gifts given to Christians are:

A. ___ Natural abilities, talents
B. ___ Personalities, outspokenness or timidity
C.___Services/ministries assigned by God for Christians

todo

5. The Word of God equips Christians for ministry

T. F.

6. In Christ everyone has the same spiritual gift

T. F.

7. In Christ no one is more important than someone else.

T. F.

8. God judges Christians on the number of works, services or
functions they perform rather than on what he does with the
gift, service or function he receives.

T. F.

9. One must get approval from a church leader(s) in order to
perform the gift, work, service or function God assigned.

T. F.

10. All Christians are alike and must perform the same works,
services or functions to be pleasing to God.

T. F.
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11. Being an elder, pastor, shepherd or deacon is the most
important work, service or function God has assigned since
He specified their qualifications.

T. F.

THE SIGN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Lesson 8:

The primitive church was given miraculous gifts and non-
miraculous gifts. In Biblical history, there were various periods
when a special witness was necessary in order to establish the
authority of the messengers of God. These were the times of
Moses, Elijah, Elisha, Christ and His apostles. Although there
were other miracles in other periods, these were periods of a
greater frequency of miracles when some holy men became
great "miracle workers" by the power of God. When the
revelation of God to men was completed (the New Testament),
the necessity of this special confirmation of the word preached
by God’s messengers passed. Today, preachers do not need for
the Spirit to confirm their words with signs. They only need to
preach what is written. “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.” (John 20:30-31) The recorded miracles are enough to
produce faith just as the very miracles themselves had produced.
The Word indicates in various ways the fact that these miraculous
gifts were to cease soon after the completion of the New
Testament.

I. Method of conferring.

The way these gifts were normally conferred shows that they
were temporary.

A. It was by the laying on of the hands of the apostles.

Acts 8:4-25 — “Those who had been scattered preached the
word wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in
Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds
heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid
close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came
out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.
So there was great joy in that city.

“Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced
sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He
boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both
high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This
man is the divine power known as the Great Power." They
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followed him because he had amazed them for a long time
with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached
the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon
himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip
everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he
saw.

“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.
“When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet
come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

“When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of
the apostles' hands, he offered them money and said, "Give
me also this ability so that everyone on whom | lay my hands
may receive the Holy Spirit."

“Peter answered: ‘May your money perish with you, because
you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You
have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is
not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to
the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought
in your heart. For | see that you are full of bitterness and
captive to sin.’

“Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that
nothing you have said may happen to me."

“When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the
Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the
gospel in many Samaritan villages.”

1. Philip, full of the Spirit (Acts 6:3) and with the power to do
miracles (Acts 8:13), could not pass this gift on to others.

2. Also, God did not give them power directly.
3. Two apostles were sent to Samaria to lay hands on them.
4, Simon perceived that the Holy Spirit (the manifestation of

His power) was given through the laying on of the hands of
the apostles.
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B. The power of the Spirit was given through the laying on of the
hands of apostle Paul and then they began speaking in tongues.

Acts 19:1-6 — “While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the
road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he
found some disciples and asked them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?’ They answered, ‘No, we have
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." So Paul asked,
"Then what baptism did you receive?’ ‘John's baptism,” they
replied. Paul said, ‘John's baptism was a baptism of
repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming
after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied.”

C. Timothy received his gift (of prophecy perhaps) through the
laying on

of the hands of Paul.

2 Timothy 1:6 —“ For this reason | remind you to fan into flame
the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my
hands.”

D. If these gifts were to continue, the apostles would need to
continue laying on their hands but when the apostle James
died nobody took his place. The endowing of the miraculous
power stopped with the death of last apostle.

|l Temporary nature.

The New Testament teaches that miraculous gifts would be
temporary.

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 — “Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For
we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection
comes, the imperfect disappears. When | was a child, | talked
like a child, I thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When
| became a man, | put childish ways behind me. Now we see
but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to
face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am
fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.”

Il Purpose

The Biblical purpose of these gifts showed that they were
temporary.
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A. The purpose of the miracles of Jesus was:
1. To create faith that Jesus really was sent by God.

John 10:31-39 — “Again the Jews picked up stones to stone
him, but Jesus said to them, ‘I have shown you many great
miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone
me?’ ‘We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the
Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to
be God.” Jesus answered them, ‘Is it not written in your Law,
'I have said you are gods'? If he called them 'gods,' to whom
the word of God came and the Scripture cannot be broken
what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very
own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of
blasphemy because | said, 'l am God's Son'? Do not believe
me unless | do what my Father does. But if | do it, even though
you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may
know and understand that the Father is in me, and | in the
Father’.”

2. Strengthen the faith of the disciples

John 11:11-16 — “After he had said this, he went on to tell
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | am going
there to wake him up.’ His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps,
he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, but
his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told
them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake | am glad |
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’
Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples,

rn

‘Let us also go, that we may die with him’.

3. The written report is enough to accomplish these purposes

John 20:30-31 — “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name.”

B. The purposes of the miracles of the apostolic age:
1. To prove that the apostles were messengers of God.
2 Corinthians 12:12 — “The things that mark an apostle signs,

wonders and miracles-were done among you with great
perseverance.”

Acts 2:43 — “Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.”
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Acts 5:12 — “The apostles performed many miraculous signs
and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to
meet together in Solomon's Colonnade.”

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 — “All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself
in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be
reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.”

Romans 15:17-19 — “I will not venture to speak of anything
except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading
the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said and done- by the
power of sighs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit.
So from Jerusalem all the way around to lllyricum, I have fully
proclaimed the gospel of Christ.”

Without apostles today, we do not have the need to establish
their authority.

2. To equip men to deliver the Word of God without error.

2 Peter 1:21 — “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.”

1 Peter 1:10-11 — “Concerning this salvation, the prophets,
who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time
and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
glories that would follow.”

1 Corinthians 2:6-13 — “We do, however, speak a message of
wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or
of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we
speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden
and that God destined for our glory before time began. None
of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. However, as it is
written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’ but
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all
things, even the deep things of God. For who among men
knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within
him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of
the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may
understand what God has freely given us. This is what we
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speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual
words.”

Jude 3 — “Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to
you about the salvation we share, | felt | had to write and urge
you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to
the saints.”

This message has already been delivered once for all time

3. To confirm the word spoken by the apostles and prophets.

Mark 16:15-20 — “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and
preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will
speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt
them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and
they will get well.” After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them,
he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of
God. Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere,
and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by
the signs that accompanied it.”

Hebrews 2:1-4 — “We must pay more careful attention,
therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and
every violation and disobedience received its just
punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the
Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also
testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”

Acts 14:3 — “So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time
there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the
message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs
and wonders.”

Hebrews 6:13-18 — “When God made his promise to
Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by,
he swore by himself, saying, ‘I will surely bless you and give
you many descendants.” And so after waiting patiently,
Abraham received what was promised. Men swear by
someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms
what is said and puts an end to all argument. Because God
wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very
clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with
an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take
hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.”
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The point in this passage in Hebrews is to show how that, once
confirmed, the Word of God is established and it is not necessary
to be reconfirmed.

IV. Cessation of miracles
Miraculous gifts ceased when their purpose was fulfilled and
when the way of receiving them ended. Today, the Word already

written and confirmed is sufficient. It is only necessary for
somebody to preach the Word.

V. Did Jesus also do miracles just for benevolence reasons?
If that were so, why did he not cure everybody? It said that his
ministry was for the house of Israel (Mark 7). The main mission
of Jesus was to preach.
Mark 1:38-39 — “Jesus replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else-to
the nearby villages-so | can preach there also. That is why |

have come.” So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in
their synagogues and driving out demons.”

His miracles were done mainly for evangelistic reasons.
John 10:37-39 — “Do not believe me unless | do what my
Father does. But if | do it, even though you do not believe me,
believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that
the Father is in me, and | in the Father.”
John 11:14-15 — “So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is

dead, and for your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.”

VI. Are people still doing miracles nowadays?
The miracles of Christ and the apostles exerted power over:
1. nature
2. demons
3. allillnesses
4. death
5. poisons
6. poisonous vipers

7. divine knowledge (revelations, predictions, tongues, etc...).
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The above do not seem to be happening today, so how would we
explain the so-called modern day miracles? They are mostly done
by healers, Spiritists, etc. Are they:

1. lies of deceivers?

2. products of auto-suggestion or hypnosis?

3. unknown natural parapsychological phenomena?

4. work of the devil?

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 — “The coming of the lawless one will
be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds
of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort

of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.”

VII. Does the spiritual gift of healing still exist today?

If it is, it is very different from what Jesus and the apostles did:
1. Jesus and the apostles did not do advertising

Mark 2:4 — “Since they could not get him to Jesus because of
the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and,
after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man
was lying on.”

2. The cures in the New Testament were instantaneous

Mark 3:5 — “He looked around at them in anger and, deeply
distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch
out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was
completely restored.”

Matthew 8:13 — “Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! It will
be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was
healed at that very hour.”

3, Jesus and the apostles cured all types of affliction

Mark 1:32-34 — “That evening after sunset the people brought
to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town
gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various
diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not
let the demons speak because they knew who he was.”

Acts 5:15-16 — “As a result, people brought the sick into the
streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's
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shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds
gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their
sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were
healed.”

4. They did not do partial or temporary cures

Mark 7:35 — “At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue
was loosened and he began to speak plainly.”

5. The New Testament mentions the cure of extreme cases (dead
raised). Also read John 9 and 11.

Luke 22:50-51 — “And one of them struck the servant of the
high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, ‘No
more of this!” And he touched the man's ear and healed him.”

Acts 4:22 — “For the man who was miraculously healed was
over forty years old.”

6. Jesus and the apostles cured from a distance.

Matthew 15:21-28 — “Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to
the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that
vicinity came to him, crying out, ‘Lord, Son of David, have
mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-
possession.” Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples
came to him and urged him, ‘Send her away, for she keeps
crying out after us.” He answered, ‘l was sent only to the lost
sheep of Israel.” The woman came and knelt before him.
‘Lord, help me!’ she said. He replied, ‘It is not right to take the
children's bread and toss it to their dogs.” ‘Yes, Lord,’ she
said, ‘but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters' table.” Then Jesus answered, ‘Woman, you have
great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was
healed from that very hour.”

John 4:46-54 — “Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where
he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain
royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to
him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close
to death. ‘Unless you people see miraculous signs and
wonders,” Jesus told him, ‘you will never believe.” The royal
official said, ‘Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus
replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” The man took Jesus
at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, his
servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When
he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said
to him, ‘The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.’
Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which
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Jesus had said to him, ‘Your son will live.” So he and all his
household believed. This was the second miraculous sign that
lesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.”

Luke 7:1-10 — “When Jesus had finished saying all this in the
hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a
centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick
and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some
elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his
servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly
with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, because he
loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” So Jesus went
with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion
sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don't trouble yourself, for |
do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why
| did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say
the word, and my servant will be healed. For | myself am a
man under authority, with soldiers under me. | tell this one,
'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. | say
to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it.” When Jesus heard
this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd
following him, he said, ‘l tell you, | have not found such great
faith even in Israel.” Then the men who had been sent
returned to the house and found the servant well.”

7. Jesus and the apostles cured real illnesses.

Matthew 11:5 — “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those
who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”

8. One does not see in the New Testament hypnotisms and auto-
suggestion, nor pre-prepared conditionings and set-ups.

9. Jesus did not always demand faith on the part of those healed.

Luke 7:11-17 — “Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called
Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him.
As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being
carried out-the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord
saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don't cry.’
Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying
it stood still. He said, ‘Young man, | say to you, get up!” The
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back
to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God.
‘A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has
come to help his people.” This news about Jesus spread
throughout Judea and the surrounding country.”
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Mark 9:23-24 — “If you can?’ said Jesus. ‘Everything is
possible for him who believes.” Immediately the boy's father
exclaimed, ‘1 do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!””
(Also read John 11)

10. Jesus cured in front of skeptics and enemies.

11. Even his enemies could not deny the miracles. There was no
doubt that supernatural things were happening.

12. Universal healing is not promised in the New Testament. In
fact, many Christians were not cured

1 Timothy 5:23 — “Stop drinking only water, and use a little
wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.”

2 Timothy 4:20 — “Erastus stayed in Corinth, and | left
Trophimus sick in Miletus.”

Philippians 2:27 — “Indeed he wasiill, and almost died. But God
had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to
spare me sorrow upon sorrow.”

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 — “To keep me from becoming
conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations,
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it
away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore |
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake,
I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.”

In each of these affirmations we can observe that the opposite is
practiced today by “healers”. What they do is not the same gift
of healing of the New Testament.

VIII. Can we still pray for healing?

The fact that the gift of healing does not still exist does not mean
that God does not answer our prayers. James speaks of the
prayer that can result in someone being healed by God of a
disease, but is important to notice that this is different from the
gift of healing. The gift of healing was the healing that God gave
through a man who had, from the Spirit, the power to heal.
Generally, prayer was not made because the person already had
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the power to heal. The prayer for healing is answered by God
without an intermediate. Prayer is always present.

James 5:13-18 — “Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray.
Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of
you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous
man is powerful and effective. Elijah was a man just like us.
He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain
on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and
the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.”

IX. Does Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and he will be forever” teach that Jesus today has to keep
on doing miracles?

A. Amisunderstanding of Hebrews 13.8 leads some to affirm that
if Jesus and the apostles did miracles in the first century, He
(Jesus) does not change, therefore He must keep on doing what
He always did.

B Therefore, if Jesus cannot change in relation to His actions
during its ministry:

1. Jesus would have to continue personally on the earth.

2. Jesus would have to have a physical body and to live in
Palestine.

3. Jesus must have Jewish apostles as those that he chose.

4. Would this Jesus who does not change be the boy in
Bethlehem, the crucified Jesus or the resurrected Jesus?
Which of these must not change?

C. A better understanding: the text does not say that Jesus cannot
participate in history as a human being in a process of growth.

1. The text teaches that in His interior essence or His most
intimate nature, Jesus does not change. The next verse (9)
speaks of the danger of falling into false doctrines “Do not be
carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for
our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial
foods, which are of no value to those who eat them.” The
lesson is that Jesus’ nature, (love, truth and holiness) and His
doctrine do not change, and therefore we do not have to
change.
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2. However, historically, Jesus has worked in different ways.
In the creation He worked in a different way than when he
was a simple carpenter in Nazareth. He also did different
things during different phases of His ministry.

3. Thus, the Jesus who did miracles is the same today but has
a different ministry.

X. What is “the perfection” of 1 Corinthians 13:107

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 — “Love never fails. But where there are
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For
we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection
comes, the imperfect disappears. When | was a child, | talked
like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When
| became a man, | put childish ways behind me. Now we see
but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to
face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am

fully known.”

A. The reply to this question is interesting in the fact the text
speaks of a time when these miraculous gifts of the Spirit
would cease.

B. The significant verse in this question is verse 10 and one key to
a proper understanding is a literal and grammatically correct
translation of the verse. Observe: the Greek/English
Interlinear:

“BUT WHEN MAY COME THAT WHICH IS PERFECT (teleion) THEN
THAT IN PART (ek merous), SHALL BE DONE AWAY."”

This verse is translated in the ASV, NKJV, and KJV thusly “but
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part
shall be done away.”

C. The word translated “perfection” in verse 10 in the NIV is not
a noun. It is an adjective. The more literal translations: “but when
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away” correctly reflect this fact. The two adjectives,
“perfect” _and “partial” (in part), modify an assumed but
unwritten noun. These two adjectives are contrasted and in fact
perfect (teleion) means whole, entire or complete. A literal
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translation would be: “but when the perfect comes, the
partial will be done away”. The two blanks must be
filled in with a noun. The question is: what noun should fill in the
blanks? What is “that which is perfect”?

D. In Greek, there has to be a grammatical agreement between
articles, nouns and adjectives in a phrase. For example, consider
this phrase: “when | buy the new car, | will sell the old car”. The
words old and new must agree with the word “car” in number
and gender. To understand verse 10 we have to fill in the blanks
after “perfect” and “partial” and the noun we choose to fill in the
blanks must agree with the adjectives that precede them. This
means that the word we choose to fill in the blanks must be
masculine since the adjective “perfect” is masculine in Greek.
Greek nouns can be masculine, feminine or neuter. We can
eliminate certain words in the space of verse 10, observing the
agreement. For example:

1. Love. Although this idea seems nice, the grammar of the
passage does not allow it. Perfect, in the original, is a
neuter adjective and love is feminine). Besides this, love
and gifts are not mutually exclusive.

2. Heaven or the Return of Christ. As noted, “perfect” is in the
neuter, and Christ is masculine. Also, this word is never
used with reference to heaven or the return of Christ.

3. Human Perfection. Although the word is used to refer to
human behavior (Matthew 5:48; 19:21; 1 Corinthians 2:6;
14:20; James 3:2), it does not fit in the context of verses 8-
13, nor in the grammar of this text. The contrast in this
context is of duration and not quality.

E. Some hold a point of view of “Perfect” being the state of
maturity of the church in its early development in the 1st century
of the Christian age.

1. Notice a parallel between Ephesians and 1 Corinthians that
the idea of the whole church as a body.

2. The idea is that gifts would cease with the maturity of the
church. The apostles would die and the church today does
not need apostles any more. The prophets and teachers
would leave their teachings in written form and they
themselves would no longer be needed. What was
necessary in the infancy of the church, would not be
needed later on.

Ephesians 4:3-13 — “There is one body and one Spirit just as
you were called to one hope when you were called one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all. But to each one of us grace has
been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says:

‘When he ascended on high,
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he led captives in his train

and gave gifts to men.’

(What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also
descended to the lower, earthly regions? He who descended
is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in
order to fill the whole universe.) It was he who gave some to
be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 —“The body is a unit, though it is made
up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form
one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body
is not made up of one part but of many.”

F. A more logical idea is that the “perfect” refers to the
completion of the New Testament and the closing of the
revelation of God for the Christian age.

1. Why speak of the end of miraculous gifts in relation to the
complete revelation? Because the purpose of these gifts was to
confirm the word spoken by inspired people.

Mark 16:20 — “Then the disciples went out and preached
everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed
his word by the signs that accompanied it.”

Hebrews 2:3-4 — “How shall we escape if we ignore such a
great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by
the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God
also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”

2. Was the purpose of gifts to mature Christians? Or to mature
the love of Christians? No. Prophecy, knowledge and tongues
were to reveal God’'s Word.

1 Corinthians 13:2 — “If | have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith
that can move mountains, but have not love, | am nothing.”

1 Corinthians 14:3-6 — “But everyone who prophesies speaks
to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.
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He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who
prophesies edifies the church. I would like every one of you to
speak in tongues, but | would rather have you prophesy. He
who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues,
unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified. Now,
brothers, if | come to you and speak in tongues, what good
will | be to you, unless | bring you some revelation or
knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction?”

1 Corinthians 14:19 — “But in the church | would rather speak
five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand
words in a tongue.”

Tongues were a sign for the unbelievers. Miraculous gifts among
the Corinthians contributed to their lack of love and their
immaturity.

1 Corinthians 3:1 — “Brothers, | could not address you as
spiritual but as worldly-mere infants in Christ.”

1 Corinthians 14:20 — “Brothers, stop thinking like children. In
regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.”

They needed gifts because the primitive church was as children
in knowledge.

1 Corinthians 13:11 — “When | was a child, | talked like a child,
I thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a
man, | put childish ways behind me.”

3. “Perfect” (Greek "telios") means whole, complete, grown,
nothing lacking. Referring to people it means adult, mature. Read
Matthew 5:44-48; Luke 6:36; Matthew 19:21; 1 Corinthians 2:6,
14; 1 Corinthians 14:20; Philippians 3:15; Colossians 4:12;
Hebrews 5:14.) You do not need to reach this perfection to go to
heaven.

They (the Corinthian Christians) were perfect (whole, complete,
grown, nothing lacking) but not without sin.

Philippians 3:15 — “All of us who are mature should take such
a view of things. And if on some point you think differently,
that too God will make clear to you.”

James 1:17 — “Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who
does not change like shifting shadows.”

James 1:4 — “Perseverance must finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
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James 2:22 — “You see that his faith and his actions were
working together, and his faith was made complete by what
he did.”

4. See the contrast with verse 9: Something is now "ek merous"
(in part, incomplete, imperfect, something lacking) but later will
be "teleios" (whole, complete, perfect, nothing lacking). The
subject is the way we receive divine knowledge and the end of
inspired preaching. The word to place in the spaces (part C
above) would be “revelation”. Until the closing of the New
Testament, God was revealing His will partially. A little bit here. A
little bit there. Now the whole revelation for the church has
already been given and we can read without somebody having
the gift of prophecy or knowledge.

5. An illustration from the life of Paul: Paul left childish things
when he grew. The infant church would leave the things of
infancy when these gifts had ceased.

6. They saw obscurely as in a mirror. “Mirror” is the same as
“sight”. In comparison to the other prophets who depended on
obscure words, a dream or a vision, God spoke to Moses “face to
face”. The revelation that he received was clear.

7. Some things we can know clearly:

Matthew 7:19 — “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Luke 1:3-4 — “Therefore, since | myself have carefully
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good
also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught.”

Romans 1:32 — “Although they know God's righteous decree
that those who do such things deserve death, they not only
continue to do these very things but also approve of those
who practice them.”

1 Corinthians 14:37 — “If anybody thinks he is a prophet or
spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what | am writing
to you is the Lord's command.”

Colossians 1:5-6 — “... the gospel that has come to you. All over
the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has
been doing among you since the day you heard it and
understood God's grace in all its truth.”
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1 Timothy 4:3 — “They forbid people to marry and order them
to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who
know the truth.”

2 Peter 2:21 — “It would have been better for them not to
have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it
and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was
passed on to them.”

2 Peter 1:2 — “Grace and peace be yours in abundance
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”
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8. As long as inspiration continued, signs and wonders also
continued “So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his
grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders.”
(Acts 14:3)
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The apostles chosen by Christ lived in the first century, until
approximately 100 AD, when the last apostle, John, died. The
apostles had miraculous gifts, and only they could pass this gift
on to others. “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John
to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet
come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the
name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon saw that
the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he
offered them money and said, "Give me also this ability so that
everyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 8:14-19)

Those upon whom the apostles laid their hands may have lived
into the second century and so there were still miraculous gifts
acting directly in the church. But, since they did not have the
power to pass this gift on to others, gifts ended with their death.
By then copies of the New Testament had been spread to the
known world. It was the Spirit, acting now, not through
miraculous sign gifts, but through the Word.

1. The purpose of the Holy Spirit’s gift of miracle was to:
A. ___ Healsick people
B. ___ Show that the apostles superior to everyone else

C. ___ Prove that the Apostles’” message that Jesus was God
who
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came in the flesh to provide the only way man could
be

reconciled to God.

2. Miracles of the Holy Spirit have not ceased and can still be
performed today

T. F.

3. Today people who perform “miracles” perform the same type
of miracles performed by the apostles, in the same manner
and with

the same results

T. F.

4. What was the “perfect” that was to come which caused the
imperfect to disappear?

A. ___ It has not come as of today

B.___ The infallible inspired message from God recorded for
all future generations

C.__ Heaven
D.___ Return of Christ
E.__ Love

5. Christians other than the Apostles could give other people the
ability to perform miracles.

T. F.

THE GIFT OF TONGUES

Lesson 9

I. It was a miraculous gift granted by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2.4-11;
10.45-46; 11:15-17; 19.1-6; 1 Corinthians 12-14; Mark 16:15-
20).

Il. The tongues were LANGUAGES and DIALECTS spoken by
people at the time where the phenomenon of tongue speaking
occurred.

A. In Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them”
the word translated “tongue” is glossa, which in the Bible
means the language of a people or nation.
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B. The expressions “own language” in Acts 2:6 “When they
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard them speaking in his own language.”
and “native language” in Acts 2:8, “Then how is it that each of
us hears them in his own native language?” comes from the
Greek word dialectos from which our word “dialect” comes,
which means the language of a particular people.

C. Luke says that a multitude of people assembled in
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost from many different
countries could all understand what the apostles said, each
one in their own native language. “Now there were staying in
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven
... Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors
from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and
Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
tongues!” (Acts 2:5; 9-11)

D. To speak in tongues would be, for example, to speak in
Armenian without ever having learned that language and
being perfectly understood by someone who speaks that
language.

E. In Corinth, the gift was the same, but due to the absence of
people from various nations, the presence of a translator
(interpreter) was necessary.

1. The one who did not understand that language would
be as a foreigner “If then | do not grasp the meaning of
what someone is saying, | am a foreigner to the speaker,
and he is a foreigner to me.” (1 Corinthians 14:11) This
shows that the phenomenon was still speaking in
languages.

2, Paul cites Isaiah 28:11-12 in 1 Corinthians 14:21
“Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of
foreigners | will speak to this people, but even then they
will not listen to me.” A parallel is made between the
Assyrian dialect and the dialects of those who speak in
tongues. Thus one concludes that gift of tongues was “to
speak a language without having learned it by natural
ways.”

Ill. Tongues were not the more important gift and are the last
ones mentioned in two lists.

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 — “To one there is given through the
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of
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knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in
different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues.”

1 Corinthians 12:28-30 — “And in the church God has
appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of
administration, and those speaking in different kinds of
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak
in tongues? Do all interpret?”

IV. The gift of tongues was useless without love.

1 Corinthians 13 — “If | speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding gong ... the
greatest of these is love.”

V. TONGUES in 1 Corinthians 14:

1. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts,
especially the gift of prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a
tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one
understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. 3 But
everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their
strengthening, encouragement and comfort. 4 He who speaks
in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the
church. 5 | would like every one of you to speak in tongues,
but | would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is
greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets,
so that the church may be edified.

“6 Now, brothers, if | come to you and speak in tongues, what
good will | be to you, unless | bring you some revelation or
knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 7 Even in the
case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or
harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless
there s a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the trumpet does
not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 9 So it is
with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your
tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will
just be speaking into the air. 10 Undoubtedly there are all
sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without
meaning. 11 If then | do not grasp the meaning of what
someone is saying, | am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is
a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to
have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the
church.
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“13 For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should
pray that he may interpret what he says. 14 For if | pray in a
tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 So what
shall | do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will also pray with my
mind; | will sing with my spirit, but | will also sing with my
mind. 16 If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one
who finds himself among those who do not understand say
"Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what
you are saying? 17 You may be giving thanks well enough, but
the other man is not edified.

“18 I thank God that | speak in tongues more than all of you.
19 But in the church | would rather speak five intelligible
words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

“20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be
infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 In the Law it is
written:

‘Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of
foreigners

| will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen
to me,

says the Lord.’

“22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for
unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for
unbelievers. 23 So if the whole church comes together and
everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not
understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say
that you are out of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or
someone who does not understand comes in while everybody
is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner
and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will
be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming,
‘God is really among you!’

“26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come
together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be
done for the strengthening of the church. 27 If anyone speaks
in a tongue, two-or at the most three-should speak, one at a
time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no
interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and
speak to himself and God.”

Everything done in the assembly of the church should be done
for the strengthening (edification) of the church. “I would like
every one of you to speak in tongues, but | would rather have you
prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in
tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified.”
(verse 5)
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“So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try
to excel in gifts that build up the church.” (verse 12)

“What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together,
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a
tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the
strengthening of the church.” (verse 26)

A. Languages in verse 2 - Speaks to God, not men.

B. The gift of prophecy must be preferred to the gift of
tongues, because the exercise of this gift builds up the church
(verses 3-4). Five words with understanding are better that
ten thousand in a tongue. (verse 19)

C. Three activities were done by people with gift of tongues:
praying, singing and praising - All are directed toward God.
(verses 14-17)

D. Tongues cannot be used in the church meeting without an
interpreter. (verses 26-28)

E. Tongues are a sign for unbelievers and its purpose was not
the building up of the church. (verses 21-22)

1. In order to build up, the message must be understood
(vs. 7-11).

2. A sign for the unbelievers, but they would not accept
God. (Isaiah 28:11-12)

3. The reaction of the unbelievers when an entire assembly
is speaking in tongues: “These people are out of their
minds!”

VI. The gift of tongues was temporary.

A. They obviously had a special purpose.

B. Having the gift of tongues was not a test of salvation. Not all
the Christians were given this gift.
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C. The gift of tongues did not indicate great spirituality on the
part of the person using the gift. Many in Corinth, as well as many
nowadays who profess to have this gift, prove themselves to be
carnal and not spiritual.

D. Paul mentioned the gifts of prophecy, knowledge and tongues
as being “in part” and said that they would cease. These gifts
were temporary in comparison to love that is permanent. (1
Corinthians 13)

VII. The gift of tongues in the New Testament was very different
from “the modern gift of tongues.”

A. In the meeting of the church, in practice of the gift of tongues
and prophecy, the women had to be silent.

1 Corinthians 14:34 — “Women should remain silent in the
churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in
submission, as the Law says.”

B. The gift of tongues was not for the edification of one another.

1 Corinthians 14:4 — “He who speaks in a tongue edifies
himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.”

C. Tongues were for the benefit of the unbelievers.

1 Corinthians 14:21-22 — “In the Law it is written: ‘Through
men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners |
will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to
me, says the Lord.” Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers
but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not
for unbelievers.”

D. Tongues were languages of men, understood by people who
spoke these languages.

Acts 2:1-8 — “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there
were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked:
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‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how
is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?’”

Pentecostals say that they are “ecstatic utterance” and are
unintelligible to others. Whatever may be the reason, what is
normally being done today is not the same as was done in the
New Testament.

NOTE: The confusion about this subject might have been avoided
if the word “glossa” had been translated as “language”. The word
can mean either language or tongue, the organ in our mouths
used to help form words.

1. In the statement in Acts “begin to speak in other tongues”, the
word glossa translated as tongues means:

A. ___ Ecstatic utterances only God understands
B. ___ Anylanguage unknown to the speaker

C.___ The Language of angels

2. The miracle of speaking in languages not known to the speaker
was the most important gift.

T. F.

3. Speaking in a language unknown to the hearers is useless
unless someone can interpret.

T. F.

4. The gift of speaking in another person’s language was a
temporary gift of the Holy Spirit.

T. F.

5. The utterances of people “speaking in tongues” today can be
interpreted by anyone knowledgeable with the language being
uttered.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF JESUS
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Lessonl0:

The work of the Holy Spirit in the redemptive plan of God is
distinguished in the relationship of Jesus with the Spirit. The Spirit
is not our redeemer but without Him, Jesus would not be our
redeemer.

BEFORE THE BIRTH OF JESUS, the Holy Spirit acted
in the prophets, giving them the knowledge of
events in the future life of Jesus, thus preparing the
people of God for His coming.

1 Peter 1:10-12 — “Concerning this salvation, the prophets,
who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time
and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they
were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the
things that have now been told you by those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.”

Il. IN THE CONCEPTION OF JESUS, the Holy Spirit was responsible
for the Mary’s virgin birth of Jesus, assuring the incarnation of
the Word of God.

Matthew 1:18-20— “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph,
but before they came together, she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in

2 n

her is from the Holy Spirit’.

Luke 1:35 — “The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God’.”

John 1:14 — “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
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I IN THE INFANCY OF JESUS, the Spirit acted in people and
circumstances to prepare the world to receive their King.

Luke 2:25-27 — “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required.”

IV. IN THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, Jesus was
announced as that one who would make the Holy Spirit available
to all by the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:16 — “John answered them all, ‘1 baptize you with
water. But one more powerful than | will come, the thongs of
whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire’.”

Hebrews 2:4 — “God also testified to it by signs, wonders and
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.”

V. IN THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, the Spirit presented Himself bodily
as a dove to indicate Jesus as the SON of GOD.

Luke 3:22 — “And the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my
Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased’.”

VI. IN THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS, the Spirit led Him to the desert
for the 40 days of fasting, consecration and consequent
temptation.

Luke 4:1 — “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert.”

VII. IN THE BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS, the Spirit
filled Jesus with the power necessary for His ministry.

Luke 4:14-15 - “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the
Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone
praised him.”
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Jesus understood that His ministry was the fulfillment of the
passage of Isaiah (11:2) that spoke of the Spirit acting through
the Messiah.

Luke 4:16-21 — “He went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the
synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it,
he found the place where it is written:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to release the oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.’

“Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were
fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this
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scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’.

The Spirit anointed Jesus and made Him ready to initiate His
ministry. In this ministry, His teaching caused the people to be
amazed.

VIII. ALL THE MINISTRY OF JESUS was accompanied and directed
by the Holy Spirit to:

A. His ministry in general

Matthew 12:15-21 — “Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that
place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick,
warning them not to tell who he was. This was to fulfill what
was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

‘Here is my servant whom | have chosen,
the one | love, in whom | delight;

I will put my Spirit on him,

and he will proclaim justice to the nations.

He will not quarrel or cry out;
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no one will hear his voice in the streets.

A bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,
till he leads justice to victory.

In his name the nations will put their hope’.”

Isaiah 42:1-4 — “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my

chosen one in whom | delight; | will put my Spirit on him and
he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry
out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In
faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be
discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the
islands will put their hope.”

Isaiah 32:15-20 — “Till the Spirit is poured upon us from on
high, and the desert becomes a fertile field, and the fertile
field seems like a forest. Justice will dwell in the desert and
righteousness live in the fertile field. The fruit of
righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will
be quietness and confidence forever. My people will live in
peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed
places of rest. Though hail flattens the forest and the city is
leveled completely, how blessed you will be, sowing your seed
by every stream, and letting your cattle and donkeys range
free.”

Isaiah 44:3-5 — “For | will pour water on the thirsty land, and
streams on the dry ground; | will pour out my Spirit on your
offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. They will
spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing
streams. One will say, 'l belong to the LORD'; another will call
himself by the name of Jacob; still another will write on his
hand, 'The LORD's,' and will take the name Israel.”

Ezekiel 36:26-31 — “I will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; | will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and
move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws. You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will
be my people, and | will be your God. | will save you from all
your uncleanness. | will call for the grain and make it plentiful
and will not bring famine upon you. | will increase the fruit of
the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer
suffer disgrace among the nations because of famine. Then
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you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you
will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices”

Zechariah 12:10 — “And | will pour out on the house of David
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and
supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced,
and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child,
and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”

B. His healing ministry

Matthew 12:28 — “But if | drive out demons by the Spirit of
God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”

Acts 10:38 — “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good
and healing all who were under the power of the devil,
because God was with him.”

Without the Spirit Jesus could not have done His miracles.

C. His ministry of prayer

Luke 10:21 — “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy
Spirit, said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and
learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for
this was your good pleasure’.”

D. His ministry of teaching by the Spirit

Acts 1:1-2 — “In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all
that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken
up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles he had chosen.”

IX. THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS was offered to God
by Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 9:14 — “How much more, then, will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that
lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”

The Spirit helped Him in His most difficult hour.
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X. THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST was a work of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:11 — “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who
lives in you.”

Xl. THE GLORIFICATION OF CHRIST among men since His
ascension.

John 16:14 — “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is
mine and making it known to you.”

The Holy Spirit was present in each instant of the life of the
Master. So also He is always with us. The full and victorious
Christian life can only be found in the Spirit.

1. Regarding Jesus the Holy Spirit acted
A.___ On the prophets before the birth of Christ
B.___ On Mary in the conception of Jesus
C. ___ On others immediately following His birth.
D.___ Did notactatall
E.___ _AandC
F.__A,BandC

2. The Holy Spirit told John the Baptist who the Messiah was.

T. F.

3. The Holy Spirit presented the Messiah, anointed one or Christ,
to the world when Jesus was baptized, Immersed in water by
John by stating “You are My Son, whom | love: with you | am well
pleased.”

T. F.

4. Following His crucifixion who raised Jesus from death and the
grave?

A. __ Jesus Himself
B. ___ The Holy Spirit

C.__ Only God, the Father
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLES

Lesson 11:

The apostles were men especially chosen to withess the
resurrection of Jesus. They had:

Qualifications:

Luke 24:46-8 — “He told them ... ‘You are witnesses of these

rn

things’.

Acts 1:7-8 — “He said to them: ... ‘But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnhesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth’.”

1 John 1:1-2 — “That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim
concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen
it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and has appeared to us.”

Credentials:

2 Corinthians 12:12 — “The things that mark an apostle - signs,
wonders and miracles-were done among you with great
perseverance.”

1 Corinthians 9:1 — “Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have
I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not the result of my work
in the Lord?”

Acts 1:21-22 — “Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the
men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning from John's baptism to
the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these
must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”

Acts 8:18 — “Then Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the
laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money.”

Power:

They had the power to give the powers of the Holy Spirit to
people [make the Spirit fall on people (and thus receive
power) by the laying on of their hands]. Because of His
important role for Jesus, the Spirit had a very special function
in the lives and ministries of the apostles.
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He, The Spirit, was promised to the apostles as an intimate
presence.

John 14:16-19 — “And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit of truth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you. | will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will
see me. Because | live, you also will live.”

John 20:22 — “And with that he breathed on them and said,

7

‘Receive the Holy Spirit’.

"Breathing on them” symbolized the giving of the Holy Spirit,
since the word for "breath" and "spirit" is the same in Greek and
Hebrew. Some modern scholars consider the relationship
between these verses and Acts 2 irreconcilable, but there is no
indication in John 20 that the apostles received the Holy Spirit on
this occasion. Jesus could have been assuring them, symbolically,
that what he promised to them would occur and it did happen in
Acts 2 on the Sunday of the resurrection. In this context, there is
not an indication that they received the Spirit at that time. It was
in Acts 1:4-5 that Jesus commanded them to wait for the promise
of the coming of the Holy Spirit. In fact this promise was fulfilled
in Acts 2.

The apostles became eyewitnesses of the ministry of Jesus. Now
the Spirit, by the preaching and the miracles, would testify with
them to the Word of God.

Mark 16:19-20 — “After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them,
he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of
God. Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere,
and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by
the signs that accompanied it.”

John 15:26-27 — “When the Counselor comes, whom | will
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out
from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”

Hebrews 2:3-4 — “How shall we escape if we ignore such a
great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by
the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God
also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 — “He has chosen you, because our
gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with
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power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You
know how we lived among you for your sake.”

When they were imprisoned because of the name of Jesus, the
Spirit defended them.

Matthew 10:16-20 — “I am sending you out like sheep among
wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as
doves. Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over
to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my
account you will be brought before governors and kings as
witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest
you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that
time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”

During the life of Jesus, the apostles had not understood or
learned many of the lessons Jesus taught them. The Holy
Spirit would be the interpreter and the teacher who would
remind them of what He taught and even teach them more.

John 14:25-26 — “All this | have spoken while still with you. But
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything | have said to you.”

The Spirit would teach things that Jesus did not teach because of
the incapacity of the disciples to understand. All truth would be
disclosed to the apostles, on later occasions.

John 16:12-15 — “I have much more to say to you, more than
you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet
to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is
mine. That is why | said the Spirit will take from what is mine
and make it known to you.”

The authority with which they taught was the same authority of
Jesus because Jesus gave this authority to them and their
teaching was the teaching of the Spirit.

Matthew 18:18 — “| tell you the truth, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.”

1 John 1:1-3 — “That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim

1 BRI 12:7-10- G MLICH GFGHD A IS
MST TW, WIS AF2 WGF NI AN ST
MSY XY, IR WY AR WP ({4, 1R 9
AP NI (M8 T, W IR OR[GO,
T FICE WG W NYLF, W Iy [{foq
YA OIF AT I, ] WCF PICR fGred I

1 BB 12:28-30- "&%WW&WC&@‘%
N3, vor s, W%WW@,
wmm,&aawﬁmwwamamw
fNTrsy SargN | o AR F (ofFer SR F F]A
SR F Freer 99 F qened o SR
RN SR WI(R? 12 5 O FAT ICA? AR
5 YT B

v FGr31 ORI OIS BIGT STHTOT 26

1 BB 13- T S NI G CFIIOIHRL ©TTT
FAT 3, T ST 1 AMF ©F AW (FIA JF6
RN 51 .. I KT SACECT G 26 ST |

1 PN 14-4 V. TONGUES:

1. “CATN Y AT Y 2 WK WA I F
T217, RO I SRV AN FIAN FH1 2(FNNT
(T (T O AT ICA (57 I S FA A N FF
BYIRT S A (A | AFOATT, (F6 OIP (@ T,
1 O WYl ey 9251 OHRT $| 3 8 TR
SR F(I ORI OIHF IS, BEAR & AN G
AFIMI AN FA (A 4 (T B ST FA I (3
fNros OFe 309, 8 (7 SRTN I 3 1A
TN© (Al 5 A 512 (I ATONF NI O FAT
3, fF® W I8 (OINHACE OIRAN IATO B2l (T
SRIRN FR T O (BT IT (T SN O FAT I,
T N T I N, TS TG GRS |

“6 GYN, SIRNAI, W (M (SR IR WM g8
RO O $1 (e, O W W (orNmg PR [F7
TVEIG 1 a1 AT Sf RN 1 fNT <1 =, S =iy
(OINIMA F GHNBE FA? 7 I 1Y A AT NCeT
AR SN CFTAS, (WG HNLFT N AHFCA (6
oI R (F IJ I ZCOR? 8 WHIE, 0 %
NG BB W (M, O (F L@ G AB/© (2 9(OM
S O12 | WA SHNNF (G50 T (Q497 FAT A
JAC, WA Bl IACEN ©F (F6 TR SN2 A




concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen
it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you
also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.”

1 John 4:1-6 — “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because
many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how
you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have
heard is coming and even now is already in the world. You,
dear children, are from God and have overcome them,
because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is
in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to
them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to
us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is
how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
falsehood.”

1 Corinthians 12:3 — “Therefore | tell you that no one who is
speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no
one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”

1 Corinthians 14:36-37 — “If anybody thinks he is a prophet or
spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what | am writing
to you is the Lord's command. If he ignores this, he himself
will be ignored.”

1. Why was the Holy Spirit given to the apostles?
A.___ Sothey could heal the sick
B.__ So they could be witnesses of Jesus
C. ___ To protect them from harm.

2. What did the Holy Spirit do for the apostles?

A. ___ Helped them testify accurately about Jesus, the
Christ.
B. ___ Defend them in prison
C.__ Allowed them to recall what Jesus taught.
D. __ Taught them things they were not able to
understand

when Jesus was with them.

E. ___ All the above
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE BIBLE

Lesson 12

The Spirit and the Bible have so close a relationship that some
people confuse the Spirit with the Bible. On the other hand,
others try to make a contrast between what the Spirit says and
what the letter (the Bible) says. Neither of these points of view is
accurate. The main work of the Holy Spirit is to reveal God to man
and to point man toward God. He is the author of the Holy
Scriptures, the Word of Life.

It is important to understand the difference between revelation
and inspiration. Revelation is the action of God, that reveals to
man what man cannot discover by his own effort. Inspiration is
the action of God that causes man to infallibly record the
revelation of God. All Scripture is inspired (2 Timothy 3:16), but
not everything recorded by inspiration is considered as divine
revelation. The historical facts in Kings and Chronicles did not
need to be revealed. They were history. The recording of them,
however, was by means of inspiration. There was a place in the
Judea called Bethlehem and that is a geographic fact. The
knowledge that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem was an
example of revelation and inspiration (Micah 5:2). Many of the
words of the friends of Job were erroneous ideas of people
without perfect understanding. Those erroneous words of the
friends were registered by inspiration for our clarification.

|. REVELATION
The source of prophecy is God and the Holy Spirit

2 Peter 1:21 — “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.”

Numbers 11:25 — “Then the LORD came down in the cloud
and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him
and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so
again.”

Numbers 11:29 — “But Moses replied, ‘Are you jealous for my
sake? | wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and that
the LORD would put his Spirit on them!””

2 Samuel 23:2 — “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me;

his word was on my tongue.”
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Matthew 22:43 — “He said to them, ‘How is it then that David,
speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord".”

Acts 1:16 — “And said, ‘Brothers, the Scripture had to be
fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the
mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for
those who arrested Jesus.”

Acts 28:25 — “They disagreed among themselves and began
to leave after Paul had made this final statement: "The Holy
Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said
through Isaiah the prophet.”

Hebrews 10:15 — “The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about
this. First he says...”

[I. INSPIRATION

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — “All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

[Il. SOME IMPORTANT POINTS.
A. The Bible is not God; not the Father, the Holy Spirit or Christ.

1. The Scriptures are inspired by God, but this does not mean
that the scriptures became God. (2 Timothy 3:16)

2. The declarations of the prophets registered in the Bible had
been written under the direction of the Holy Spirit, but this
shows that the Holy Spirit is independent and superior to its
creation, the Scriptures. (2 Peter 1:20-21)

3. The Holy Spirit is a person of the Deity. The Bible is the
creation of God, by the Spirit. We do not have to confuse the
Creator with the creation.

4. “The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on
my tongue.” There is a difference between the Spirit that
spoke through David and the word that the Spirit spoke. (2
Samuel 23:2)

5. “He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand up on your feet and |
will speak to you.” As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and
raised me to my feet, and | heard him speaking to me.” The
Spirit fell on the prophet and ordered him to speak the Word

of God. (Ezekiel 2:1-2)

6. The Spirit and the Word are as different as the soldier and
his sword. One is the weapon and the other is the power
behind the weapon. (Ephesians 6:17)
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B. The Bible does not contradict the Holy Spirit.

1. We already observed in 2 Timothy 3.16; 2 Peter 1:20-21
that the Holy Spirit is the one responsible for the written
revelation.

2. This being so, the Holy Spirit as the one responsible for the
written revelation, does not contradict what is in the Bible. It
was He who wrote the Bible through men moved by Him. The
Spirit’s word and will are revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

3. The expression in 2 Corinthians 3:6 “the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life" has been misunderstood as: "following the
Bible we will find death but following what the Holy Spirit says
to the heart we will have life”. This interpretation of is
completely wrong and out of the context. Reading the whole
text of 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, especially verse 11, it can be
easily seen that the contrast is not between the Bible and the
Holy Spirit, but between the Old Covenant (the Law of Moses,
the Ten Commandments) and New Covenant (the New Will,
the Ministry of the Spirit).

2 Corinthians 3:1-18 — “Are we beginning to commend
ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters
of recommendation to you or from you? You yourselves are
our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by
everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the
result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on
tablets of human hearts.

“Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything
for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has
made us competent as ministers of a new covenant-not of
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life.

“Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything
for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has
made us competent as ministers of a new covenant-not of
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life.

“Now if the ministry that brought death, which was
engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses
because of its glory, fading though it was, will not the
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry
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that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is
the ministry that brings righteousness! For what was
glorious has no glory now in comparison with the
surpassing glory. And if what was fading away came with
glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.
We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face
to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance
was fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this
day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It
has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken
away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers
their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the
veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with
unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

4. The Scriptures themselves affirm that those who are really
spiritual obey what is written in the Bible. “If anybody thinks
he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that
what | am writing to you is the Lord's command.” (1
Corinthians 14:37)

5. Thus being, if somebody says that the Holy Spirit is teaching
him something that is contrary to what is in the Scriptures,
you can be certain that it is not the Holy Spirit who is speaking
through that person. The Holy Spirit does not contradict
Himself.

C. The Holy Spirit acts through the written word.

1. The Word is called “the Sword of the Spirit” - Ephesians
6:17

2. A reading of Ephesians 5:18-20 in parallel with Colossians
3:16-17

is interesting:

Colossians
Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly”
“teach and admonish
one another”
“psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs”

Ephesians
“be filled with the Spirit”

“Speak to one another”
“with psalms, hymns and

spiritual songs”
“always giving thanks to
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God the Father” “giving thanks to God
the Father”

3. In many places we see the working of the Holy Spirit by
the written word (Bible).

The Christian:

is born - of the Spirit

“Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again.” The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it
is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit’.” (John 3:5-
8)

is born - of the Word

“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.” (1
Peter 1:23)

is saved - by the Spirit

“he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.
And | want you to stress these things, so that those who have
trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing
what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for
everyone.” (Titus 3:5-8)

is saved - by the Word

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which
can save you.” (James 1:21)

is sanctified - by the Spirit
“And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11)

is sanctified - by the Word
“And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
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the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11)

receives power - from the Spirit
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans
15:13)

receives power - from the Word
“l am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”
(Romans 1:16)

4. This being so, we need to read, study, understand and
practice the Bible. We will be, then, guided by the Spirit. The
ability to put in practice what we learn also comes from the
Spirit. “Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God.” (Romans 8:14).

5. To refuse Scripture is to refuse the words and the guidance
of the Spirit.

D. The Holy Spirit Acts Independently From The Word

1. The inner witness of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:14-16 — “Because those who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we
are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we
may also share in his glory. | consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us.”

Galatians 4:5-6 — “To redeem those under law, that we might
receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out,
‘Abba, Father’.”

This witness is revealed in the Bible, but develops in our Christian
experience of adoption as children of God.
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2. The help we have in prayer.

Romans 8:26-27 — “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express.”

The Bible reveals that the Spirit helps us in prayer. We may not
understand exactly how He does it but by faith we trust that it is
so.

3. The indwelling of the Spirit. The Spirit personally resides in the
Christian. This truth is revealed in the Bible, but it is not the same
thing as memorizing Bible verses. The Biblical declares that the
Holy Spirit lives in us.

Romans 8:9 — “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful
nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Christ.”

1 Corinthians 6:19 — “Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own.”

Ephesians 2:22 — “And in him you too are being built together
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”

1 Thessalonians 4:8 — “Therefore, he who rejects this
instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his
Holy Spirit.”

1. Revelation is what God has chosen to make known to man.

T. F.

2. Inspiration is the infallible recording of God's word.

T. F.

3. All scripture is inspired of God.

T. F.

4. The scriptures is God or the same as God

T. F.

5. The scripture is the Sword of the Spirit.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FULL OF THE SPIRIT?
Lesson 13
A. Toreceive power to speak in tongues?
B. To receive power to do miracles?
C. To have courage and faith to face obstacles in your ministry?
D. To be full of the fruit of the Spirit?
E. Tosimply have the Spirit dwelling in you?
F. To allow the Spirit to control your life?

G. Or something else?

Luke 1:15 — “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is
never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit even from birth.”

Luke 1:67 — “His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit
and prophesied.”

Luke 4:1 —“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit in the desert.”

Acts 2:4 — “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”

Acts 4:8 — “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them:
"Rulers and elders of the people!”

Acts 4:31 — “After they prayed, the place where they were
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke the word of God boldly.”

Acts 6:3 — “Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer
and the ministry of the word.”

Acts 6:5 — “This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip,
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch,
a convert to Judaism.”

Acts 7:55 — “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God.”

Acts 9:17 — “Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus,
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who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here-has
sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.”

Acts 11:24 — “He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith,
and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.”

Acts 13:50-52 — “But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of
high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from
their region. So they shook the dust from their feet in protest
against them and went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled
with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”

Colossians 3:16-17 — “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.”

Ephesians 5:1-21 — “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly
loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these
are improper for God's holy people. Nor should there be
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place,
but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person-such a man is an idolater-has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's
wrath comes on those who are disobedient. herefore do not be
partners with them.

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the
Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but
rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This
is why it is said: ‘Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.’

“Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will
is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead,
be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
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the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ.”

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT EPHESIANS 5:

@ To be drunk with wine is to be influenced or controlled by
the wine. To be full of the Spirit means to be influenced or
controlled by the Spirit.

® Nobody receives more of the Spirit than another. He is a
person of the Godhead. Either you have Him or you do not
have Him. What really matters is that He have more of you.

@ This is a commandment (to fill yourself with the Spirit) and
not a suggestion.

(® The command is in the present tense, indicating continuous
action. To have filled yourself with the Spirit in the past does
not mean you are filled with the Spirit today. We need to do
this day by day.

(® We must constantly be surrendering ourselves to the control
of the Spirit.

The verb is passive. This means that, It is not something that we
do but something we allow God to do in us.

1. What does it mean to be full of the Spirit?

A. ___ Toreceive power to speak in tongues?

B. ___ Toreceive power to do miracles?

C. ___ To have courage and faith to face obstacles in one’s
ministry?

D. ___ To be full of the fruit of the Spirit?

E. ___ To have the Spirit dwelling within one’s self?
F. ___ Toallow the Spirit to control your life?

G. ___ Allthe above
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WHAT ARE THE “GROANS THAT WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS” OF
ROMANS 8.22-277?

Lesson 14

“22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the
pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies.24 For in this hope we were saved. But
hope thatis seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already
has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patiently. “26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot
express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in
accordance with God's will.”

A. These inexpressible groans are not:

1. To speak in tongues. That idea is outside the context of the
chapter, and of the whole book of Romans. The use of the
expression “groan” in verses 22-23 with reference to the
creation and to all Christians, shows that it cannot be
referring to tongues

2. Mysticism or some “existential” experience. Itis not our act
of religious effort in order to make contact with God but
rather an expression of the help God gives us because of
our weakness and incapacity. It is action of the Spirit and
not our action. (verse 27)

3. Itis not a substitute for our duty to pray.

B. These inexpressible groans could be:

The communication of the Spirit (Who lives in us) with God the
Father to communicate to Him what we, in our own words are
not able to communicate. In our weakness, without the ability to
know what we should ask for and without the capacity of really
expressing what we feel, we need, the Spirit, who lives inside of
us and understands us perfectly and who knows how to
communicate perfectly with God. (verse 27) Their conversation,
clearly, is not by human words.

1. The Holy Spirit groans are
A. ___ The speaking in tongues

B. Existential experiences
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c. ___ Communication of the Spirit dwelling in Christians with
God, the Father.

HOW CAN | KNOW THAT | HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT?
Lesson 15

Some desire a physical manifestation or a certain feeling. But can
we trust our feelings? If someone could perform signs (miracles,
tongues, etc.), would this prove that he has the Spirit or that he
is right with God?

Notice:
1. Simon, the sorcerer

Acts 8:9-10 — “Now for some time a man named Simon had
practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of
Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the
people, both high and low, gave him their attention and
exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great
Power.”

2. The Ephesians

Acts 19:18-19 — “Many of those who believed now came and
openly confessed their evil deeds. A number who had
practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned
them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls,
the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.”

3. Power versus Truth

2 Thessalonians 1:9-12 — “They will be punished with
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the
Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes
to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among
all those who have believed. This includes you, because you
believed our testimony to you. With this in mind, we
constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy
of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good
purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. We
pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified
in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

4. Satan appearing as an angel.

2 Corinthians 11:10-15 — “As surely as the truth of Christ is in
me, nobody in the regions of Achaia will stop this boasting of
mine. Why? Because | do not love you? God knows | do! And
I will keep on doing what | am doing in order to cut the ground
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from under those who want an opportunity to be considered
equal with us in the things they boast about. For such men
are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself
masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if
his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their
end will be what their actions deserve.”

We know that we have the Spirit, mainly, because God has
promised that He would give the Spirit to those who believe,
repent and are baptized (Acts 2:38; Acts 5:32; 1 Corinthians
3:16). If you heard the word of Christ, believed in the gospel of
Christ, repented of your sins and surrendered your life to Christ,
being baptized into Christ, then you were given the Spirit with
certainty. Now, you are to live in a way worthy of the gospel
because you are the sanctuary of God. The Spirit will remain in
the Christian as long as the Christian remains in Christ.

Acts 2:38 - “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your

rn

sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’.

However, the Christian can live in such way that he loses his life
with God.

Hebrews 6:4-8 — “It is impossible for those who have once
been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they
fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their
loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and
subjecting him to public disgrace. Land that drinks in the rain
often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for
whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. But land that
produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of
being cursed. In the end it will be burned.”

Hebrews 10:26-31 — “If we deliberately keep on sinning after
we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for
sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of
raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who
rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more
severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has
trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an
unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him,
and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him
who said, ‘It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” and again, ‘The
Lord will judge his people.” It is a dreadful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God.”

Living this way, he also loses the blessings of God’s indwelling
Spirit.
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1. One can purchase the gift of the Holy Spirit.

T. F.

2. There were/are false prophets, fake apostles and deceitful
men?

3. Christians can fall from God'’s love and grace.

T. F.

DOES CHRIST’S SAVING WORK INVOLVE
THE HEALING OF OUR BODIES?
Lesson 16

1 Peter 2:21-25 — “To this you were called, because Christ
suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow
in his steps: "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in
his mouth. When they hurled their insults at him, he did not
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he
entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you
were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

A. Peter says that in suffering, Christians must imitate the
suffering of our Master. The passage of Isaiah 53 had to be in
Peter’s mind since he quoted a phrase from that passage.

1 Peter 2:21-25 — “Through him you believe in God, who
raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith
and hope are in God. Now that you have purified yourselves
by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your
brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

For, ‘All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the word of the Lord stands forever.’
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And this is the word that was preached to you.”

B. The Greek verb sarados, translated “healed” in v.24 is used in
the Scriptures to describe physical cures (Matthew 8:8) and for
“spiritual cures;” that is, repentance and conversion. (John 12:40
and Hebrews 12:13)

C. It is certain that, in some way, the passage of Isaiah was
fulfilled in the ministry of cures Jesus performed.

Matthew 8:16-17 — “When evening came, many who were
demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

‘He took up our infirmities

and carried our diseases’.”

D. However, there were times when Jesus did not cure at all.

Mark 6:5-6 — “He could not do any miracles there, except lay
his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was
amazed at their lack of faith” and only cured one man in a
multitude of other sick people as in John 5:2-9 “Now there
is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic
is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to
lie-the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there
had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw
him lying there and learned that he had been in this
condition for a long time, he asked him, ‘Do you want to get
well?’ ‘Sir,” the invalid replied, ‘I have no one to help me into
the pool when the water is stirred. While | am trying to get
in, someone else goes down ahead of me.’ Then Jesus said
to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man
was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.”

E. In the ministry of the apostles, some sick people were not
healed:

Epaphroditus —“But | think it is necessary to send back to you
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier,
who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my
needs. For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you
heard he was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God
had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare
me sorrow upon sorrow.” (Philippians 2:25-27)

1 AT 12:3- @12 W (SNHT B (T, HHEI
SIS AT (T (36 PN IACY, (57 0T T, " ey Sfo=rey
(=" G NG ST QT (FO IACO AT T, e
oG

1 PIRBIT 14:36-37- “(F6 IM NN B (I (T 4G~ Nl
N WY FON ARSI, 7 (I FIFE B (T AN
(OIS T AR o ogw wom I BN 9t
T A O fof fNTG2 ol FARN |

1. (A AT QT (AfFoma (M3 AA(REA?
A OI2 ORI SFIRG JF FACO A
Y __ o2 Ol T STHH! R0 AR
N OIRE o (AT 51 BT

2. ARG ST (AT T3 Bl FARLA?

A OITVACE A, T STNE AP ST
RTS =T FERR

B.  JIAISNA OITHA TF T

C.  SOmard e T e Mrafaw o =19
PAE g AR |

D.  OIwd 4NN g Mty 1 ordr _re
ATA

TN N ©IHF S BeA |

E.  SRIEAGHNE

AT =T g8 AIRRA
NS 12

WG G]g AR VT J© NS =916 00y (T g
(TP IR AL Y [RATS FCI | AR, ST
ST I 32 B (IR0 T I0 Ol NC&T AT A
BF A 2 FREISET (FHHE: A0S F91 ARkE
TR AL PO 2 NI I 5 YACE A T e
WEE 5Ed s oy s o «iia axfarzs
(T4, QIR TN |




Paul — “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these
surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in
my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.” (2 Corinthians

12:7)

Timothy — “Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine
because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.” (1
Timothy 5:23)

Trophimus — “Erastus stayed in Corinth, and | left Trophimus sick
in Miletus.” (2 Timothy 4:20)

F. In the context of 1 Peter 2, the healing is in the spiritual sense
and there is no reason to believe that the work of Jesus on the
cross guarantees physical health for all Christians.

G. Romans 8:20-23 — “For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies.” This passage, written to Christians, shows that our
physical bodies are still subject to illness, pain and death as
we await the return of Jesus.”

H. The redemption of the body, as well as the redemption of
creation, will be accomplished in the final resurrection and
not in the present time.

I. The text of 1 Peter 2:24 refers to the healing of the man’s main
iliness which is sin. It was sin that Christ carried on His body at
the cross. Our current redemption is from sin, but one day,
even our bodies will be redeemed in the resurrection.

1. When someone becomes a Christian, God heals all their
ilinesses.

T. F.

WHAT ARE TONGUES OF ANGELS?
(1 Corinthians 13:2)

Lesson 17
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Some understand that this refers to a language that nobody
understands, only the angels. But, in the Bible, every time that an
angel spoke, he spoke in the language of the people who received
the communication (Genesis 19; Judges 13; Luke 1 and 2; 24.4-8;
etc...). In truth, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 uses several hyperboles
(deliberate exaggerations): “If | speak in the tongues of men and
of angels, fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, have a faith
that can move mountains, give all | possess to the poor and
surrender my body to the flames”. With these hyperboles Paul
illustrates the superiority of love.

No Questions

HOW DOES THE SPIRIT WORK IN CONVERSION?
Lesson 18

The role of the Spirit is described in John 16:7-11: “Convict the
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.”
It did and does this by the Word that was written or spoken by
men and now read by us.

It is God who really helps us to open our hearts when we hear
the gospel. (Acts 16:14 — “One of those listening was a woman
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira,
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to
respond to Paul's message.”)

Without the Gospel of Jesus, we do not have salvation.

Romans 1:16-17 — “l am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is
the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first
for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by
faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live
by faith.”

When the eunuch of Acts 8 needed to be converted, the Spirit
sent Philip to preach the Word to him.

1. How does the Holy Spirit convict the world of sin,
righteousness and judgment?

A. ___Itenters one’s body and forces them to the realization
that Jesus is God, the Christ.
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____ Having Jesus teachings accurately and infallibly

recorded so man can have access to the power
needed for salvation.
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