PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES, SONG OF SOLOMON

Outlined Bible

Introduction: These books are included together because they are largely the works of Solomon. Rabbinic tradition says that the three books were written during three seasons of Solomon's life - Song of Solomon when he was in youthful vigor, Proverbs in mid-life, and Ecclesiastes when he was a bitter old man. While we have no idea how truthful this legend is, it is true that the books carry separate, distinct messages. 

Names 
1. Proverbs - A proverb is a brief saying used to communicate a truth. 
a. The root of the word "proverb" carries the idea of "govern" or "rule." 
b. Proverbs are wise, concise statements used to govern our lives. 
2. Ecclesiastes - The name comes from the Greek rendering of the Hebrew title "Qoheleth", i.e., "The Preacher." 
3. Song of Solomon 
a. This title comes to our English Bibles because it is a poem (song) composed by Solomon. 
b. The Hebrew title of the book is “Song of Songs", meaning "the best of songs." 

Author - It is generally agreed that: 
1. Solomon is the author of Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and most of the Proverbs. (Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; 25:1; Ecclesiastes 1:1-12: Song of Solomon 1:1) 
2. The final two chapters of Proverbs were written by Agur and King Lemuel, about whom we know very little. 

Purpose 
1. Proverbs was written to provide solid counsel for living life well. 
2. Ecclesiastes records man's struggles to find meaning and fulfillment in life. 
3. Song of Solomon vividly details the beauty of physical love as God intended it. 

I. Background of the books. 
A. Solomon, the author of most of this material, was the third King of 1srael ruling from 970 to 930 BC. 
1. He was the son of David and Bathsheba. (cf. II Samuel 12:24) 
2. His name means peaceable. B. Solomon's rise to power is chronicled in I Kings 1:1- 2:46. 
C. Given a choice of a divine gift as Israel's new king, Solomon humbly asks for wisdom. (I Kings 3:5-9) 
1. Because it was the most appropriate request, the Lord gave him wisdom and wealth and fame. (I Kings 3:10-14) 
2. A classic example of his wisdom is the solution he offered over the disputed child. (cf. I Kings 3:16-28) 
D. Early in his career, Solomon is recognized as the perhaps the wisest man who ever lived. 
1. He composed 3000 proverbs and 1005 songs. (I Kings 4:32) 
2. He is the premier author of Israel's wisdom literature. (I Kings 3:1; 11:1-6) and was led into idolatry. 
E. Later in his reign, Solomon accomplished many great things (e.g. construction of the temple), but these achievements came at a great cost. 1. To complete some of his ambitious building projects, Solomon used forced labor and lost the goodwill of the people. (cf. I Kings 4:6b) 
2. He took foreign wives for political purposes (I Kings 3:1; 11:1-6) and was led into idolatry. 
F. These three books share with us the benefits of his experiences. 
1. Proverbs and Song of Solomon share with us the wisdom received directly from God. 
2. Ecclesiastes shares with us the wisdom he reacquired the hard way. 
II. Message(s) of the books. 
A. The main message of the three books is that life has real worth and 
meaning only when you walk with God. 
1. In the Proverbs, a key phrase is "the fear of the Lord." 
2. In Ecclesiastes, everything "under the sun" is "meaningless" and "a chasing after the wind" apart from God. 
3. In Song of Solomon, the beauty of physical intimacy is extolled when enjoyed God's way. 
B. Theme verses: 
1. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 
but fools despise wisdom and discipline.” (Proverbs 1:7) 
2. “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13) 
3. “Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away.” (Song of Solomon 8:7a) 

III. Outline of the books. 
A. Proverbs. 
1. Solomon offers selected proverbs on wisdom. (1-9) 
2. Next comes a collection of Proverbs dealing with a wide range of subjects (10-29), including: 
a. Use and abuse of the tongue. 
b. Benefits and blessings of diligence and work. 
c. Good friends. 
d. Child training. 
e. Wealth. 
f. God's guidance. 
g. etc. 
3. Agur authors various proverbs in chapter 30. 
4. Lemuel authors the proverbs of chapter 31, including a beautiful acrostic poem offering praise of a good wife. (31:10-31) 
B. Ecclesiastes. 
1. The prologue. (1:1-11) 
2. Solomon discusses the various pursuits he engaged in for fulfillment. (1:12-6:12) 
3. In the next section his folly is still evident, but some pieces of wisdom begin to emerge. (7:1 -12:8) 
4. The conclusion of the book points to right relationship and obedience to God. (12:9-14) 
C. Song of Solomon 
1. Using first person narrative, the poem begins with a bride praising and longing for her husband. (1:1-3:11) 
2. In the next section, the husband praises his bride. (4:1 - 5:1) 
3. For unstated reasons, the husband is away, and she yearns for him to return. (5:2 - 6:9) 
4. When the two lovers are reunited, the joy of their love is extolled. (6:10-8:14) 

IV. Key themes of the books. 
A. The major theme of Proverbs is the value of true wisdom. (1:20-23) Some key components of true wisdom are: 
1. Wisdom is always grounded in respect, faith, and trust in God. (1:7; 9:10; 3:5-8) 
a. Wisdom isn't synonymous with knowledge. 
b. Wisdom is the proper use of knowledge and skills, to bring God glory. 
2. Wisdom is displayed in: 
a. Proper use of the tongue. (4:23) 
[1] Keep your words to a minimum. (10:14-19; 17:28) 
[2] Keep them honest. (12:19-22; 19:22) 
[3] Keep them brief. (17:27) 
[4] Don’t slander. (10:18; 11:13; 16:28; 18:8; 20:19; 26:20) 
b. Personal integrity. (10:9; 13:6; 15:26; 28:18) 
c. Kindness. (11:16-17; 12:25) 
d. Humility. (11:2; 13:10; 15:25; 16:5; 18; 19; 22:4) 
e. Patience. (12:16; 14:16-17; 14:29; 15:18; 16:32; 22:24, 25) 
f. Marital fidelity. (5:1-14. 21-23; 6:20-35; 7:1-27) 
g. Generosity. (3:27-28; 11:24-26; 18:16; 19:17:21:13) 
h. Industriousness. (6:6-8; 10:26; 12:11, 24, 27; 20:4, 13) 
3. Wisdom is found by: 
a. A seeking heart. (Proverbs 2:1-4; cf. 1 Peter 2:2) 
b. Revelation from God. (Proverbs 2:6) 
c. A submissive life. (cf. Psalm 119:98-100) 
B. The major theme of Ecclesiastes - the world cannot supply happiness. 
1. Sadly, after requesting and receiving wisdom, Solomon squandered it. 
2. Ecclesiastes traces his quests for meaning and happiness. He sought these virtues through: 
a. Wisdom and knowledge. (1:12-18) 
b. Pleasure. (2:1) 
c. Laughter. (2:2) 
d. Alcohol. (2:3) 
e. Great building projects. (2:4-6) 
f. Accumulation of riches and assets. (2:7-11; 5:10-11) 
g. Hard work. (3:22-23) 
3. Solomon concludes that all of these were "meaningless, a chasing after the wind." 
4. By the end of the book, Solomon has relearned the source of 
meaning and happiness. (12:1-13) 
C. The major theme of the Song of Solomon is the beauty of sexuality when enjoyed within the parameters of God's will. 
1. A notion that sex is a "necessary evil" has wrongly been passed down through the ages. 
2. The Bible presents a very positive view of sexuality. 
a. God created humans with sexual needs and desires. (Genesis 1:27-28; 2:18-25; I Corinthians 7:3-5) 
b. He has made it clear that sexual expression is good and right in and only in the marriage setting. (Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:20; Numbers 5:12-13, 29; Proverbs 6:29-32; Matthew 5:27; Mark 10:19) 
c. Song of Solomon encourages an exclusive (Song of Solomon 4:9) and unbreakable (8:6-7) relationship between two people within the bond of marriage. 
3. This positive view of both marriage and sexuality must be taught in our homes and our Bible classes. 
