TITUS AND PHILEMON

Outlined Bible 

Introduction: Because of their brevity Titus and Philemon have been combined. While part of different groupings of scripture (i.e. Titus is a "pastoral epistle" and Philemon is a "prison epistle"), both are written to godly men, offering valuable instruction. 

Name — Both books are named for the individuals who received them. (i.e. Titus and Philemon) 

Author — Paul authored both books. (Titus 1:1; Philemon 1:1) 

Purpose 
A. Titus — 
1. Paul wrote this letter: 
a. To remind Titus to complete the needed organizational matters in the church on the island of Crete. 
b. To encourage him to teach correct doctrine and refute false teachers. 
B. Philemon — Paul wrote this personal letter to his friend Philemon to intercede for the slave Onesimus. 

I. Background of the books. 
A. Titus 
1. Titus was a trusted and valued associate of Paul. 
a. Strangely, however, he is not mentioned in Acts. 
b. What we know of Titus is his connection with Paul's works. 
2. Titus was a Greek. 
a. He evidently was converted through Paul's preaching. (Titus 1:4) 
b. Paul did not demand that Titus be circumcised. (Galatians 2:3) 
c. Apparently Paul wanted to make a point to the "Judaizers" that circumcision was not a requirement for conversion to Christ. (Galatians 2:4-5) 
3. Between the writing of his letters to the Corinthians, Paul sent Titus to work with the church at Corinth. (cf. II Corinthians 8:16-24) 
4. Upon release from his first imprisonment in Rome, Paul took Titus with him to Crete and left him there to oversee the work. (Titus 1:5) 
a. Crete is a large island in the Mediterranean. 
b. The church may have been established there through Jewish converts on Pentecost. (Acts 2:11) 
c. Titus was there to appoint elders and correct certain problems. 
d. Paul was evidently at Nicopolis and eager for Titus to join him after finishing his work. (Titus 3:12) 
5. One of the pastoral epistles, Paul wrote this letter in AD 63 from Ephesus. 
B. Philemon 
1. The letter to Philemon was one of the four prison epistles (along with Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians) written during Paul's first imprisonment in Rome. 
2. Philemon was apparently written concurrently with Colossians. 
a. Philemon evidently lived in Colossae. 
b. Paul sent Tychicus to accompany Onesimus and deliver the letters. (Colossians 4:7-9) 
c. Colossians dealt with church-wide issues; Philemon addresses a personal problem. 
3. To understand Philemon, one must have some understanding of slavery in the Roman Empire. 
a. It is estimated that one third of one-half of the population of the Empire in the first century consisted of slaves. 
b. Slavery was particularly harsh in that culture. 
[1] Slaves were viewed as "living tools." 
[2] Their life, death, and treatment were all at the discretion of their master. 
[3] Slaves were acquired through battle conquest, birth, indebtedness, etc. 
c. In New Testament times, some civil protection began to be afforded to slaves. However, it was still a cruel and awful life-style. 
4. Onesimus was Philemon's slave. (Philemon 18-19) 
a. He had run away to Rome. 
b. What’s more, he had taken stolen property. 
5. Somehow Onesimus came in contact with Paul and was converted. (Philemon 10) 
a. Upon his conversion, Onesimus assisted Paul in his ministry. (Philemon 11-13) 
b. Knowing the moral obligation to square things with Philemon, Paul sent Onesimus back with a promise and a request. (Philemon 12-14) 

II. The main messages of the books. 
A. Titus 
1. The main message of this letter was to provide Titus with instruction and encouragement in fulfilling his ministry at Crete. 
2. “These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.” (Titus 2:15) 
B. Philemon 
1. The main message of Philemon was to encourage Philemon to receive, forgive and even release Onesimus. 
2. “So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.” (Philemon 17) 

III. Outline of the books. 
A. Titus 
1. Introduction (Titus 1:1-4) 
2. Paul reminds Titus of the tasks he needs to complete while at Crete. (Titus 1:5) 
3. The apostle reminds him of the requirements for men who would be appointed as elders. (Titus 1:6-9) 
4. Paul warns him about false teachers who would oppose him. (Titus 1:10-16) 
5. Paul offers instruction for teaching specific groups, including: 
a. Aged men (Titus 2:1-2) 
b. Aged women. (Titus 2:3) 
c. Young women. (Titus 2:4-5) 
d. Young men. (Titus 2:6-8 
e. Slaves. (Titus 2:9-10) 
6. The apostle writes of the grace of God which is the basis of morality. (Titus 2:11-15) 
7. Paul gives instruction about proper behavior for all believers (Titus 3:1-7) and condemns those who live otherwise. (Titus 3:8-11) 
8. Final remarks. (Titus 3:12-15) 
B. Philemon 
1. Paul's greetings to Philemon. (Philemon 1-3) 
2. The apostle expresses gratitude for Philemon's godly character. (Philemon 4-7) 
3. Paul offers his plea for Onesimus. (Philemon 8-21) 
4. He speaks of his desire to visit Philemon soon. (Philemon 22) 
5. Closing greetings. (Philemon 23-25) 

IV. Key themes of the book. 
A. The preacher's life. (Titus 2:7-8) 
1. Paul tells Titus that the quality of his life must confirm his teaching. (2:7) 
2. Specifically, Paul outlined these responsibilities: 
a. Do what is good. (v. 7) 
b. In teaching, show integrity. (v. 7) 
c. Have "soundness of speech." (v. 8) 
d. Speak what "cannot be condemned." (v. 8) 
3. This model and instruction are timeless. 
B. Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised but not Titus? 
1. Paul refused to have Titus circumcised to appease Judaizing teachers. (Galatians 2:1-3) 
2. He circumcised Timothy when the young man became part of his missionary team. (Acts 16:3) 
3. There is no inconsistency in Paul's actions. 
a. Timothy was not circumcised to appease false teachers but to make him a more effective minister to the Jews. 
b. If Titus had been circumcised, it would have compromised the integrity of the gospel. 
C. The Ministry of Reconciliation. 
1. Quick and thorough reconciliation between Christians is a key theme in scripture. (II Corinthians 5:17-20; Matthew 5:9; 23, 24; 18:15; John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:31-32) 
2. The letter to Philemon provides a wonderful model of practical, relevant, Christ-centered reconciliation. That reconciliation involves: 
a. Prayer (v. 4-6) 
b. Politeness (v. 8-9) 
c. Privacy (v. 10-14) 
d. Personal 
e. Partnership (v. 17-19) 
3. The key to reconciliation is found in “Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32) 


TITUS

Paul sent Titus to Crete to complete things left undone when they left.
Elders, Overseers and Shepherds
“The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless — not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.” (Titus 1:5-9) Also recorded in 1 Timothy 3.
Rebellious People
“There are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers. They must be silenced, because they are ruining whole households by teaching things for the sake of dishonest gain. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the commands of those who reject the truth. To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.” (Titus 1:10-16)
Teach
“Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness.” 
“Older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach and train the young women:
· to love their husbands and children.
· to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind. 
· submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. 

“Younger men are to be self-controlled.” 

“Slaves are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.” (Titus 2)

“Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us.” 

Remind the brethren
“Be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 
“Be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people.”
“Avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.” (Titus 3:1-14)
Elders, Overseers and Shepherds
These English terms are from the Greek words: 
 poimen - provider of nourishment and protector against dangers. eepiskopeés, guardian watchman, sentinel, one who alerts of pending danger, oversees or watches over. 
 presbuteros- an adjective to denote older spiritual men. 

	   Character Qualifications
	   Possible meaning

	 hold firmly to the message 
	be faithful to Christ and know Him and His apostles' teachings

	 above reproach 
	 not open to censure

	 good reputation, blameless 
	 good reputation with outsiders

	 the husband of one wife 
	 not a polygamist

	 temperate, sober minded
	 uses good judgment

	 self-controlled disciplined 
	 disciplined, not a loose cannon

	 respectable
	 orderly, good behavior

	 hospitable 
	 takes care of needs of others

	 able to teach (apt KJV) 
	 powerful in communicating

	 not given to drunkenness 
	 not drink excessively no brawler

	 not a striker (violent) 
	 not combative or quick tempered

	 gentle 
	 kind and considerate of others

	 not quarrelsome 
	 not contentious, does not argue 

	 not greedy 
	 does not put material things first

	 manage his own family 
	 family lives within income 
 not a spendthrift

	 not be a recent convert 
	 need to face trials as a Christian

	 children not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient 
	 children not rebellious whether a Christian or not a Christian



Comment: None of the above character or qualifications pertain to decision-making for the church body.
 
Comment: Decisions are to be made by the whole church Body rather than delegated to others.

“Perhaps an understanding of shepherding sheep and goats will provide an to understanding the function of shepherding spiritual sheep.” 
“A good shepherd cares for his sheep and wants to take on the responsibility of their wellbeing. He will constantly be with them calling them by name for they must recognize his voice in order to follow. It is his responsibility to locate pastures near still or slow-moving water and away from danger. He must have knowledge of and remove toxic plants in pastures so they won't be able to eat them and become sick and die. He must be physically strong to protect them from thieves and predators. It is not a job for anyone who just needs a job or money. Recall David's 23 Psalm "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. … You prepare a table before me in the presence of mine enemies." I trust HIM for HE takes care of me!” 
“On the other hand, goats are independent, inquisitive and difficult to herd whereas sheep are followers and require continual care and protection.”
Spiritual Shepherds, Guardians, Watchmen or Sentinels need: 
1. A close relationship with God and those in the Body of Christ.
2. A good knowledge and understanding of the teachings of Christ and His apostles' doctrine (teaching) to prepare Christians for ministry, serving, to bring them to maturity into God's nature. 
3. Ability to recognize false teachings and provide opportunities for those under their care to learn, recognize and acquire ability to refute such teachings. (For example, in their time a prevalent teaching was all flesh is evil. Jesus could not have been in an evil human flesh; therefore, He was just a phantom – Gnosticism.
4. Knowledge of the difference between an opinion and a false teaching.
5. Ability to lead without forcing your personal opinion on others. 
6. Equipped with spiritual tools needed to perform the shepherding functions and their proficient use; e.g., patience - not to fly off the handle or quick to judge; but gentle when expressing concerns; not combative, not a loose cannon, not contentious.
7. The desire to protect your brethren even if it cost your life. 
8. Ability to communicate effectively. (Greek didaktikos skillful in teaching -Thayer)
Functions Works of Shepherds
1. Teach, feed, equip and bring to maturity. 
2. Exhort, admonish, edify and strengthen.
3. Convict false teachers and their false teachings, such as:
a. One who denies Christ as God in a human body.
b. One is saved without being cleansed by Christ's blood.
c. Salvation is received, earned, by what a person accomplishes.
4. Promote unity and harmony.
5. Comfort the weak and sick (physically but primarily spiritually).
6. Seek and restore those who have drifted or are drifting away.
7. Pray for yourself, those under your care and the lost.
8. Warn of dangers lurking in the pathway of life.
9. Prepare God's saints for the work of service (show & tell).
(1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-11; 1 Peter 5:2-4; Acts: 20:28-30; Ephesians 4:11-15; Ezekiel 34:2-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-14; James 5:14 and Luke 15:3) 

Comment: The word “work” – from the Greek word érgou - means an act, deed, a function. It is not an office or position.
Functions Guardians must refrain from
1. Being partial.
2. Demanding others agree to his interpretation on some teaching.
3. Assuming Christ’s authority by making decisions that His Body as a whole should make.
4. Performing work, the His Body should be doing thereby neglecting his work.
5. Assuming an arbitrator’s function, a settler of disputes for which there is a prescribed method that ultimately includes the church as a whole.
6. Yielding to the voice of the more vocal and large contributors.

Key Points from Titus
· There are men within the church who are teaching messages contrary to sound doctrine for financial gain. They must be stopped. 
· Knowledgeable and righteous men who desire to be spiritual leaders and who consider their physical life nothing to protect the spiritual lives of their fellow brethren are to be selected for the work of maintaining the teachings of Christ and His apostles. Their work is not a position of honor, power or prestige but a work. 
Question - Do the qualifications indicate his ability to make decisions for others or for him to guide and encourage one toward a righteous life?

PHILEMON

“To Philemon, Apphia, Archippus and to the church that meets in your home. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.”
Comment: Paul said the church that meets, meaning people met.

“I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you have refreshed the hearts of the saints.” 
Comment: Sharing faith requires communication that refreshes and encourages one to be faithful in living their Christian life. 

“I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do. I appeal to you on the basis of love to you for Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains.  He was formerly useless to you, but now very useful both to you and to me.” 
“I am sending him back to you although I would like to keep him so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good— no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.” 
“So, if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. I will pay it back. I know that you will do even more than I ask. 
 Love One Another is discussed in thebiblewayonline.com/ 

Key Points from Philemon
· Do not keep something that rightfully belongs to another regardless of how beneficial it is or will be to you.
· Friends can freely exchange desires, needs and benefits without the feelings of obligations to ask or to receive. 
· Love is unmeasurable.
· Fellowship involves communicating God’s word, love of brethren and providing needs to those without necessities of life.

Question – What does “active in sharing your faith?”


